
(Advanced) Topics in Philosophy 
Hope and Despair |Spring 2021 

PHIL 490 A03 (CRN: 22304) | PHIL 500 A03 (CRN: 22307) 
 
 

What is hope, and what can we justifiably hope for in an unjust and increasingly uncertain world? 
Although hope had not received much attention until recently, philosophers interested in desire, 
emotion, motivation, and how we should feel in an unjust and increasingly uncertain world have 
been drawn to the philosophy of hope. This course explores philosophical literature on the nature 
of hope, despair, and related states as they bear on our personal and political lives. 
 
Territory Acknowledgement: The University of Victoria is committed to acknowledging and 
respecting the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples on whose traditional territory the 
University stands and whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day. For 
information about support for Indigenous students and efforts to foster reconciliation, please visit 
the Office of Indigenous Academic & Community Engagement. 
 
 
Instructor Dr. Katie Stockdale (katiestockdale@uvic.ca) 

 
Student Hours (by Zoom) By appointment only. Please feel free to request an 

appointment by email and I will set up a meeting. 
 

Communication I aim to reply to all student emails within 24 hours, though 
please keep in mind that I check my email during regular work 
hours (not evenings or weekends). My pronouns are she/her; 
please feel free to let me know yo 311.5ysad Ia3(e)1/p2o5o 3.57 68.304 re
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4 For more information, see https://www.uvic.ca/library/research/citation/plagiarism/ 
5 For more information, see https://www.uvic.ca/students/academics/academic-integrity/index.php 
6 For more information, see https://www.uvic.ca/library/featured/copyright/ 
7 For more information, see https://www.uvic.ca/universitysecretary/assets/docs/policies/AC1300.pdf 

Plagiarism sometimes occurs due to a misunderstanding regarding the rules 
of academic integrity, but it is the responsibility of the student to know them. 
If you are unsure about the standards for citations or for referencing your 
sources, ask your instructor.4 Depending on the severity of the case, penalties 
include a warning, a failing grade, a record on the student’s transcript, or a 
suspension. 
 
Note that the University’s policy on academic integrity is not limited to 
plagiarism. Hiring an editor for your written assignment without the 
instructor’s approval, submitting a paper from the Internet, and having 
someone else write even parts of your paper are all examples of academic 

mailto:onlineconduct@uvic.ca


Course Schedule8: All readings are required unless they are marked as “suggested.” Note that I 
may make minor changes to the reading schedule. Students will be notified of any changes in class and on 
the course website.  
 
W1: Jan. 11 Welcome! Introductions. 

W1: Jan. 14 The Standard Account R.S. Downie, “Hope” 
J.P Day, “Hope” 
Suggested: J.M.O Wheatley, “Wishing and 
Hoping” 
 
 

W2: Jan. 18 Mental Imaging & Luc Bovens, “The Value of Hope” 
W2: Jan. 21 Cognitive Resolve Philip Pettit, “Hope and its Place in Mind” 

 
 

W3: Jan. 25 The External Factor 
Account & Hope as 
Incorporation  

Ariel Meirav, “The Nature of Hope” 
Suggested (strongly): Adrienne M. Martin, 
“Beyond the Orthodox Definition of Hope” 

W3: Jan. 28  Adrienne M. Martin, “Incorporation” 
 
 

W4: Feb. 1 The Perceptual Theory Michael Milona and Katie Stockdale, “A 
Perceptual Theory of Hope” 

W4: Feb. 4 Back to the Standard 
Account 

Michael Milona, “Finding Hope” 
Guest visit: Prof. Michael Milona (!!) 
 
 

W5: Feb. 8 Hoping Well Last chance: Commentary #1. 
Victoria McGeer, “The Art of Good Hope” 

W5: Feb. 11  Katie Stockdale, “The Value and Risks of 
Hope” 
Suggested: Claudia Bloser and Titus Stahl, 
“Fundamental Hope and Practical identity” 
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W8: Mar. 1 Losing Hope, Grappling 
with Despair 

Matthew Ratcliffe, “What is it to Lose Hope?” 
Martin Luther King Jr., “Shattered Dreams” 

W8: Mar. 4 Political Hope (and More 
Despair) 

Vincent Lloyd, “For What are Whites to 
Hope?” 
Derrick Bell, “Beyond Despair” 

W9: Mar. 8  Last chance: Commentary # 2. 
Jakob Huber, “Defying Democratic Despair: 
A Kantian Account of Hope in Politics” 
 
 

W9: Mar. 11 Extraordinary Hopes Margaret Urban Walker, “Hope(s) After 
Genocide” 

W10: Mar. 15  Darrel Moellendorf, “Hope for Material 
Progress in the Age of the Anthropocene” 
Suggested: Mary Annaise Heglar, “Home is 
Always Worth It” 
Suggested: Rebecca Solnit, “Don’t Despair: 
The Climate Fight is only Over if You Think 
it is” 
Suggested: Kate Marvel, “We Need Courage, 
Not Hope, to Face Climate Change” 

W10: Mar. 18 Hope & Faith Anne Jeffrey, “Does Hope Morally Vindicate 
Faith?” 
Paulo Freire, “My Hope and Faith” 
 
 

W11: Mar. 22  Robert Adams, “Moral Faith” 
Annette Baier, “Secular Faith” 

W11: Mar. 25  Ryan Preston-Roedder, “Faith in Humanity” 
W12: Mar. 29 Moral Progress Michele M. Moody-Adams, “Moral Progress 

and Human Agency” 
 

W12: Apr. 1  Final Paper Proposal Due. 
Regina Rini, “Epoch Relativism and Our 
Moral Hopelessness” 
 

W13: Apr. 5 EASTER MONDAY. No class. 

W13: Apr. 8 Hope, Faith, & Collective 
Action 

Last chance: Commentary # 3. 
Katie Stockdale, “Hope, Faith, and 
Solidarity” 
Suggested podcast: Ezra Klein, “Why Ta-Nehisi 
Coates is Hopeful” 
Suggested reading: Kelly Hayes, “Standing 
Rock and the Power and Determination of 
Indigenous America” 
 

W14: Apr. 12  Writing workshop. 



 
 


