
PHIL 490 A02/Phil 500 A02:  
Conceptualizing & Categorizing Phenomena in Science 

 
Instructor: Eric Hochstein 
CRN: 22303/ 22306 
Time: Monday/Thursday 2:30-3:50 

Place: Due to COVID 19, this course will be entirely online. It will be a synchronous course, 

meaning that students are expected to attend all online lectures through Zoom. 
Zoom Link: 

https://uvic.zoom.us/j/88526203885?pwd=dzdJeWluSTdYYlRuSU9zWmo5dW5qUT09 
Office Hours: Fridays 1:00-2:20 (by appointment) 
Email: ehochstein@uvic.ca 
 
Description:  It’s tempting to think of the discovery process in science as rather straightforward: we 
encounter some new phenomenon, observe its behaviours, and then develop theories which can 
explain it.  But this sort of story leaves out the important fact that the correct way to interpret and 
conceptualize phenomena

https://uvic.zoom.us/j/88526203885?pwd=dzdJeWluSTdYYlRuSU9zWmo5dW5qUT09


Important to Note:  It is expected that students will prepare for and attend class regularly.  
Students are encouraged to consult the instructor with any problems or concerns about the course 
early in the semester.  
 
Grading System: 
 
Percentages  Letter Grade  Grade Point 
 

90 – 100   A+   9 

85 – 89    A   8 

80 – 84    A-   7 



instructor (or TA) in a respectful, open-minded manner. Rest assured that if you still believe the 
grade you received is unfair you can appeal the matter to the chair of the department. 
 
For ad



Readings: 

 Schacter, Addis & Buckner, “Remembering the past to imagine the future: the prospective 
brain”  

 Craver, C., “Remembering: Epistemic and Empirical” 
 
Week 8 (March 1 & 4): Categorizing “Theory of Mind” 
Regan Presenting 
Readings: 

 Ravens' Fear of Unseen Snoopers Hints They Have Theory of Mind 

 Penn & Povinelli (2007). On the lack of evidence that non-human animals possess anything 
remotely resembling a ‘theory of mind’ 

 
Week 9 (March 8 & 11): Categorizing “Emotion”  
Readings: 

 Barrett, L. (2017) “The Myth of Universal Emotions”. How Emotions Are Made. 
 
Week 10 (March 15 & 18): Categorizing “Cognition” 
For Undergraduate Students: Draft of Second Paper is due March 22nd 
Readings: 

 Akagi, M., “Rethinking the Problem of Cognition” 
 
Week 11 (March 22 & 25): Scientific Pluralism 
Readings: 

 Kellert, H., Longino, H. & Waters C. K. (2006). “Introduction: The Pluralist Stance.”  
Scientific Pluralism. 

 
Week 12 (March 29 & April 1): Conceptual Change and Education 
Readings: 

 Nersessian, “Conceptual Change in Science and in Science Education” 
 
Week 13 (April 5): Categorizing “Humour” 
Second Term Paper Due April 5th 
Readings: 

 Hochstein, E. (under review). When No Laughing Matter is No Laughing Matter: The 
Challenges in Developing a Cognitive Theory of Humour. 

 
Note on Avoidance of Academic Offenses: 
  
All students registered in the course are expected to know what constitutes an academic offence, to 
avoid committing academic offenses, and to take responsibility for their academic actions.  When 
the commission of an offense is established, it will be acknowledged by disciplinary penalties. If you 
need help in learning how to avoid academic offenses such as plagiarism, cheating, and double 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html


 
If you are seeking editing help, please note that the university has recently adopted a strict view 
about seeking the help of others for editing. They say (this can be found in the link above): 
 

An editor is an individual or service, other than the instructor or supervisory committee, 
who manipulates, revises, corrects or alters a student’s written or non-written work. 

 
The use of an editor, whether paid or unpaid, is prohibited unless the instructor grants 
explicit written authorization. The instructor should specify the extent of editing that is being 
authorized. Review by fellow students and tutoring that do not include editing are normally 
permitted. 

 
Note for students with disabilities: 
  
The Centre for Accessible Learning (http://www.uvic.ca/services/rcsd/) is a fantastic resource that 
collaborates with all academic departments to help arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with them 
at the beginning of each academic term.  
 

http://www.uvic.ca/services/rcsd/

