
PHIL 390 A01 (22301) ð Epicureans, Stoics & Skeptics 
Spring 2021, University of Victoria 

Department of Philosophy 
Course website: available at https://bright.uvic.ca/d2l/home/56558 

 

Instructor & Contact Information        

Dr. Clifford Roberts (cliffordroberts@uvic.ca) 

Office hours: Mon-Tue 3-4pm (or by appt.; sign-up is required)    

 

Course Description 

From the death of Aristotle (322BCE) to Plotinusõ development of Neoplatonism (c. mid-3rd 

Century CE), Western philosophical reflection was dominated by several schools: Stoicism, 

Epicureanism, Academic skepticism, and Pyrrhonian skepticism. Together these comprised the 

larger part of the intellectual tradition now known as òHellenistic philosophy.ó The goal in this 

course is to rationally reconstruct, examine and assess the basic metaphysical, epistemological and 

ethical views of each of these schools, making use, where necessary, of contemporary philosophical 

concepts, methods of analysis and modes of evaluation. 
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must pick one and submit their explanation of the passage online. The assignment will 

be made available 1-2 weeks before the due date.         

Due dates: see course schedule. 

 

(3) Essay            

Value: 25%   

Length: Ó1500 words                

Assignment: Students will be assigned several essays questions, of which the must pick 

one and submit an essay on it online. The assignment will be made available 3-4
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Week 5: Feb 8-12 
 

 
Ethics 

Reading: §§20-21, 23-25 
**1st Quote & Comment Due Feb 8th** 

 
 

                                                          Stoicism 
 
 

Week 6: Feb 15-19 
 

 
Ontology 

Reading: §§27-30 
 

 
 

Week 7: Feb 22-26 
 

 
Semantics & Epistemology    
Reading: §§33, 39-42 

 

 
Week 8: Mar 1-5 

 

 
Physics, I 

Reading: §§43-47 
**2nd Quote & Comment Due Mar 1st** 

 

 
Week 9: Mar 8-12 

 

 
Physics, II 

Reading: §§49, 53-55 
 


