
PHIL 239 A01: Philosophy and Feminism 
CRN: 22292 

 
This course is an introduction to topics in feminist philosophy with a focus on people’s lived 
experiences, identities, and emotions under sexist oppression. We begin by exploring feminism 
itself, the nature of oppression and different forms of oppression, and intersectionality. We then 
use these feminist frameworks to consider various harms of oppression: the practices of 
gaslighting and dismissal as they affect the self, as well as trauma and shame. We then turn to 
the emotion of anger in response to oppression, which has inspired many feminists in the 
pursuit of a more just world. We end the course by considering how feminists can work together 
in solidarity with one another across difference in the pursuit of justice. 



Readings/Other 
Materials 

All required readings and other materials will be available on the 
course website. 

  
 
 
 
Evaluation: 

Grading Scale1 A (Superior) A+: 90-100; A: 85-89; A-: 80-84 
B (Good) B+: 77-79; B: 73-76; B-: 70-72 
C (Adequate) C+: 65-69; C: 60-64 
D (Minimal) 50-59 
F (Inadequate) 0-49 
 

 

Assignments2 Participation 15% Throughout the course. 
Close Reading Assignment 10%

https://web.uvic.ca/calendar2019-05/undergrad/info/regulations/grading.html


plagiarism and other acts against academic integrity are serious 
academic offences.  
 
The responsibility of the institution 
Instructors and academic units have the responsibility to ensure that 
standards of academic honesty are met. By doing so, the institution 
recognizes students for their hard work and assures them that other 



to this experience, and the responsibility to help create, such an 
environment. The University will not tolerate racism, sexualized violence, or 
any form of discrimination, bullying or harassment. 

Please be advised that by logging into UVic’s learning systems and 
interacting with online resources you are engaging in a university 
activity. All interactions within this environment are subject to the 
university expectations and policies. Any concerns about student 
conduct, may be reviewed and responded to in accordance with the 
appropriate university policy. To report concerns about online student 
conduct: onlineconduct@uvic.ca. 

  
  

mailto:onlineconduct@uvic.ca


Course schedule: Note that I may make minor changes to the scheduled readings. Students 
will be notified of any changes on the course website. 
 
Week 1: Welcome! & What is 
Feminism? (January 11-15) 

o Read syllabus in detail 
o Fill out survey, “Getting to Know Students” 
o Reading: bell hooks, “Feminism: A Movement to End 

Sexist Oppression” 
o Watch mini lectures 
o YouTube Video: bell hooks and Laverne Cox, “What 

is Feminism?” 
 
 

Week 2: What is feminism? II 
(January 18-22) 

o Reading: Sara Ahmed, “Becoming Feminist: Feminism 
is Sensational” 

o Watch mini lectures 
o Suggested YouTube Video: Sara Ahmed, “What is 

Feminist Research?” 
 
 

Week 3: Oppression 
(January 25-29) 
 

o Reading: Marilyn Frye, “Oppression” 
o Reading: Iris Marion Young, “Five Faces of 

Oppression” 
o Watch mini lectures 
o Close Reading Assignment due, Jan. 29, 11:59pm PST 
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Week 7: Internalized 
Oppression 
(February 22-



o Take-home Final Exam due, April 16, 11:59pm PST 
 
 


