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The final assignment will be open-book format.  You will receive a list of potential topics on Monday 
25 October.  From that list, you can select one question, which you will address in a more extended 
and sophisticated manner than in the midterm.  I will expect 1500-2000 words.  The questions will 
pertain to material covered during the whole course.  If there is a specific topic on which you’d like 
to write that isn’t included amongst the suggested questions, please speak with me (Chris) to get 
approval for your topic before starting work on it. 
 
Your work will be assessed on: its relevance to the themes and materials of the course; its accurate 
use of sources; its coherence, sophistication and persuasiveness; the convincingness and 
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Week 1:  Thurs 9 September – introduction to the philosophy of religion 

Recommended: Robert Neville, “Philosophy of Religion and the Big Questions,” 
(8 pages), https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-018-0182-9.pdf (open 
access) 
And 
Sonia Sikka & Ashwani Kumar Peetush (eds), Asian Philosophies and the Idea of 
Religion, Ch. 1, “Introduction” (first 8 paragraphs only) 
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Week 2:  Monday 13 September – for what is philosophy of religion? 

Kevin Schilbrack, Philosophy and the Study of Religions: A Manifesto, Ch. 1, “The 
Full Task of Philosophy of Religion” (1-27)  

 
  Thursday 16 September 
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Week 3:  Monday 20 September – is ‘belief’ required for religion? 

Schilbrack, Ch. 3, “Must Religious People Have Religious Beliefs?” (53-80) 
Optional: 
Paul Carelli & Sarah Mattice, “Ruism and the Category of Religion: Or, what to do 
about the Confucians?” in Sikka & Peetush, Ch. 6 (19 pages) 

 
  Midterm assignment questions issued 
 
  Thursday 23 September  
 
Week 4:  Monday 27 September – the exclusion of ‘faith’ from philosophy? 

Peetush, “Enlightening the unEnlightened: the exclusion of Advaita Vedānta 
from the Western Philosophical canon,” in Sikka & Peetush, Ch. 5 (30 pages) 
[with guest star, Ashwani Peetush] 
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  Thursday 7 October 
 
Week 6:  Monday 11 October – 
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  Schilbrack, Ch. 6, “Are Religions Out of Touch with Reality?” (148-174) 
 
  Thursday 18 November 
 
Week 12:  Monday 22 
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