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Introduction to Philosophy

Course Schedule   

Any changes to this schedule will be posted on the Brightspace page.  

“S&D” stands for Stich and Donaldson’s Philosophy:  Asking Questions—Seeking Answers.

Readings not in S&D or in the texts by Dennett and Perry can be found through the Brightspace page.


First Term     

Introduction 

	 W 9/8	 S&D Chapter 1:  What is philosophy?


Ethics and the Good Life  


	 F 9/10	 Introduction to Ethics


	 T 9/14	 Epicurus Letter to Menoeceus 
	 	 S&D Chapter 13:  What really matters?, Sections 1 & 2


	 W 9/15	 Workshop for Writing Assignment One


	 F 9/17 S&D Chapter 14:  What should we do? (Part I), Sections 4 & 5 

	 	 Kant Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Section One


	 T 9/21	 W r i t i n g  A s s i g n m e n t  O n e  D u e 

	 	 continued


	 W 9/22	 S&D Chapter 14:  What should we do? (Part I), Sections 1—3

	 	 Mill from Utilitarianism, Chapter Two


	 F 9/24	 continued 

	 T 9/28	 S&D Chapter 14:  What should we do? (Part I), Section 6 

	 	 The Trolley Problem (video)

	 

	 W 9/29	 S&D Chapter 12:  Are there objective truths about right and wrong?, Sections 

1, 2 & 4 

	 	 Saul  Feminism and Respect for Cultures 

	 F 10/1	 S&D Chapter 15:  What should we do? (Part II), Sections 1 & 2 (duty to aid) 

	 T 10/5	 S&D Chapter 15:  What should we do? (Part II), Section 3 (eating meat) 

W 10/6	 Q u i z  1   E t h i c s   
  S&D Chapter 15:  What should we do? (Part II), Section 4 (abortion) 
	 

	 F 10/8	 Workshop for Writing Assignment Two
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Introduction to Philosophy

Logic 

T 10/12 W r i t i n g  A s s i g n m e n t  Tw o  D u e  
S&D Chapter 2: What are arguments and how should we evaluate them? 

W 10/13 continued 

	 F 10/15 	 continued 

Searching for the Self 

	 T 10/19	 Perry  A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality,  The First Night 
	 	 S&D Chapter 11:  Will you be the same person in ten years?  Could you survive 

your death?  Sections 1—3	  

	 W 10/20	 Workshop for Writing Assignment Three 

	 F 10/22	 W r i t i n g  A s s i g n m e n t  T h r e e  D u e 

	 	 Perry  A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality,  The Second Night 
	 	 S&D Chapter 11:  Will you be the same person in ten years?  Could you survive 

your death?  Section 4	 	 	 	 	 


T 10/26	 Q u i z  2   L o g i c  

	 	 Perry  A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality,  The Third Night 
	 	 S&D Chapter 11:  Will you be the same person in ten years?  Could you survive 

your death?  Section 5 

	 W 10/27	 Velleman  So It Goes

	 	  

Knowledge and Reality 

 F 10/29 Plato  Meno 

	 T 11/2	 Q u i z  3   P e r s o n a l  I d e n t i t y 

	 	 Meno continued



Introduction to Philosophy

Knowledge and Reality continued 

	 F 11/19	 continued	 

	 	 Workshop for Writing Assignment Four


	 T 11/23	 Locke from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding  
Russell Appearance and Reality, The Existence of Matter


	 

	 W 11/24 	 Wr i t i n g  A s s i g n m e n t  F o u r  D u e 

	 	 S&D Chapter 6:  
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