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PHILOSOPHY 490 A01/LAW 343 A04 
 202009    

 
SELF-DETERMINATION OF PEOPLES 

 
Dr. Cindy Holder 

Email: clholder@uvic.ca 
 
Course Description  
In this course you will read and discuss work by contemporary authors that bears on the 
historical development, current content, and normative justification of collective rights to 
self-determination, more commonly known as the self-determination of peoples. The 
course is organized around the right to self-determination in international law, with a 
primary emphasis on the conceptual underpinnings of the right and its status and 
relationship to other norms, both in international law and international ethics.  Topics 
covered will include: the relationship between self-determination and land; the 
relationship between self-determination and state sovereignty; and the extent to which the 
right constrains and establishes obligations within states as well as between them. 
 
Evaluation 
5 Short Commentsa (1-page each @ 1%)   5% 
     Due by 
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aAbout the Short Comments: Short comments should be 1 page long and should discuss 
an issue, argument or topic from the readings of the week in which they are handed in. 
Short comments are due by 10 am on Thursday of the week in which the readings are 
assigned. 
 
bAbout the 5-7 page paper: The topic for this paper is open-ended but you must base the 
paper around one of the readings from the first half of the course. Due



 3 

Please note that all assignments for this course and all materials posted to 
Brightspace are the intellectual property of myself and the University of Victoria. 
Do not circulate this material or post it to note-sharing
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You can find information about 
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Nov 16, 19 
Valmaine Toki, “Decolonization and the Right of Self-determination for the Pacific”, 
Studies in Law and Politics  70 (2016), 181-2017. 
 
Jessica Shadian, “From states to polities: Reconceptualizing sovereignty through Inuit 
governance”, European Journal of International Relations XX:X (2010), pp. 1-26. 
 
Samuel J. Spector, “Negotiating Free Association between Western Sahara and Morocco: 
A C


