
PHIL 260 A01 - Fall 2020 
Introduction to Philosophy of Mind 

 
*Please note: This is only a tentative course syllabus.  It may change 



 
Important to Note:  Students are encouraged to consult the instructor with any problems 
or concerns about the course early in the semester.  
 
Grading System: 
 
Percentages  Letter Grade  Grade Point 
 
90 – 100   A+   9 
85 – 89    A   8 
80 – 84   A-   7 
 
An A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technically superior, shows mastery of the 
subject matter, and in the case of an A+ offers original insight and/or goes beyond course 
expectations. Normally achieved by a minority of students 
 
77 – 79    B+   6 
73 – 



Interpretation of these grade definitions is up to the discretion of the instructor. If you 
receive a grade during the course that you believe is unfair, please begin by discussing 
the matter with the instructor (or TA) in a respectful, open-minded manner. Rest assured 
that if you still believe the grade you received is unfair you can appeal the matter to the 
chair of the department. 
 



Week 6 (Oct 13-16): Functionalism 
Readings: 

• Levin, J. “Functionalism” (Read Sections: “1. What is Functionalism?”; “3.1 
Machine State Functionalism”; “3.2 Psycho-Functionalism”). 

 
Week 7 (Oct 19-23): Artificial Intelligence 
Term Paper Assigned Oct 23 
Readings: 

• Searle, J. “Minds, Brains, and Programs” 
• Churchland, P. & Churchland, P. “Could A Machine Think?” 

 
Week 8 (Oct 26-30): Intentionality 
Readings:  

• Dennett, D. “Intentional Systems Theory” 
 
Week 9 (Nov 2-6): Eliminative Materialism 



 
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html 
 
If you are seeking editing help, please note that the university has recently adopted a 
strict view about seeking the help of others for editing. They say (this can be found in the 
link above): 
 


