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Philosophy and the Environment  
Spring 2019 

PHIL 333 A01 CRN 22370 
 / ES 314 CRN 21530 

 
 

 
 

Course description 
Focus and outcomes 
This course aims to provide students with the conceptual tools to think about the relation of humans to 
nature, and to consider reasonable responses to the environmental crises of our present time. One key 
outcome of this course is that students will be better equipped both to discuss environmental issues with 
other concerned citizens and to address them in consistent ways in everyday life. 
 
Texts 
Most texts are on Coursespaces. Some material may be placed in the Reserve Room, McPherson Library. 
 
Course organisation  
Readings and student engagement  
Assigned weekly readings need to be done ahead of class lectures. Attendance during class periods, 
constructive participation, and tolerance with regard to the views of others will be expected and contribute 
to the participation grade credit. Students are responsible for class lectures covered, and for informing 
themselves about announcements missed if absent. Class time will be devoted to brief presentation of key 
points from the material assigned, and to class discussion. Attendance, constructive engagement, and 
performance on weekly assignments all contribute to the participation grade credit.  
 
Tips for best performances 

• Do readings ahead of class periods, and do weekly assignments. 
• Come to class, and constructively participate in class discussion. 
• Speak to the instructor if failing to understand the material. 

 
Grading 
Mid-term test, worth      30% 
A final, comprehensive, take-home exam, worth   40% 
Class participation, including weekly assignments, worth  20% 
Participation in experiential group     10% 
 
1. The mid-term test will cover both readings and lectures. Both understanding and recall of material 
covered, and reflective analysis, will be expected. 
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2. The final exam will be a comprehensive take-home exam with long as well as short answer questions. 
Questions will be handed out on the last day of classes. Completed exam must be brought to the 
Department of Philosophy by NOON, 5 days after the last day of classes. Late exams will NOT be accepted 
(they will receive 0%). Additionally you may be asked to submit through Coursespaces (further information 
on this will be provided at the end of the semester). Understanding of material covered and reflective 
analysis will be expected. Answers to questions will be assessed on the basis of the following three criteria: 
(1) explanation of key points, (2) well-developed discussion of points presented, (3) clarity, neatness, and 
organisation of points. 
 
3. Class participation is assessed on the basis of a) regular attendance, b) constructive participation in class 
discussion, c) weekly assignments based on the course readings and personal analysis of the issues under 
discussion. Class attendance will be taken, and is required in the case of guest speakers. Justified absences 
should be discussed with the instructor ahead of time. 
 
Assignments 
You are expected to write on each week’s readings to help you to engage with the material and concepts 
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A+ = 90-100  B+ = 77-79 C+ = 65-69 D = 50-59 
   A  = 85-89 B  = 73-76 C  = 60-64 F = 0-49 

A- = 80-84 B- = 70-72  
 

What the Grading Scale Means:  

A+, A, or A- Earned by work which is technically superior, shows mastery of the subject matter, and in 
the case of an A+ offers original insight and/or goes beyond course expectations. Normally 
achieved by a minority of students. 

 
B+, B, or B-  Earned by work that indicates a good comprehension of the course material, a good 

command of the skills needed to work with the course material, and the student’s full 
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work, tests and examinations, and aiding others to cheat. Penalties for these violations vary, with first 
violations generally resulting in a failing grade on the work. Please familiarise yourselves with the policies at 
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html#. 
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(some optional readings may be made available) 
**Friday 18 Jan, 
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