
PHIL 314: 19th Century Philosophy 

 
  
Calendar Description 
This course provides an introduction to the thought of a philosophical movement known as German 
Idealism. This movement, which took shape during the early 1800s, exerted a powerful influence over 
subsequent philosophical developments (the thought of Schopenhauer, Marx and Kierkegaard, for 
example, is developed largely in reaction to it), and so forms something like a foundation for 19
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Texts 
The following three books are required for this course and available at the UVic Bookstore: 
 
 Between Kant and Hegel, transl., with Introductions, by George d Giovanni and H.S. Harris. Revised 

ed. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2000 (= BKH) 

 Johann Gottllieb Fichte, 
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must submit at least 9 questions over the course of the semester to receive full marks for this requirement. 
For every additional week missed your grade will be reduced by ten percentage points. 
 
Papers 
You need to write four papers on assigned topics. Each paper will have an upper limit of 1200 words. 
 
b. Late Penalties 

Weekly Questions: Questions submitted after the deadline count as missed and receive no marks. 
 
Papers: The penalty for submitting a paper late is 10 percentage points per day. 
 
There are no exceptions to these deadlines unless there are documented medical or compassionate 
grounds for an extension (see ‘Course Policies’ below). 
 
c. Bonus Work 

There is no make-up or bonus work for this course. 

 

Course Schedule 
 

Week Date Reading 

1 Jan  7, 
9, 10 

Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, Preface (B), Introduction (B), §1, §3 (including 
“Conclusion from the Above Concepts”), §6, §8 
 

2 Jan  14, 
16, 17 

Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, A50/B74-A52/B76, A80/B106, A235-260, 
A293/B349-A309/B366, A321/B377-A338/B396, A420/B448-A451/B479 

 
3 Jan 21, 

23, 24 
Kant, Critique of Practical Reason, Ak. 5:3-14, 30-57 
Kant, Critique of the Power of Judgment, §76-77 

 
4 Jan 28, 

30, 31 
Jacobi, David Hume on Faith (excerpt) 
Reinhold, The Foundation of Philosophical Knowledge (BKH, 53-103) 
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8 Mar 4, 
6, 7 

Fichte, Attempt at a New Presentation of the Wissenschaftslehre, (in IWL),  pp. 52-
105 

9 Mar 11, 
13, 14 
 

Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Introduction and Sense-Certainty 

10 Mar 18, 
20, 21 
 

Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Self-Consciousness 

11 Mar 25, 
27, 28 
 

Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Reason (selections) 

12 Apr 1, 
3, 4 

Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Spirit (selections) and Absolute Knowing 

 
 
Attendance and Notes 
Students are expected to attend class and come prepared to discuss the assigned readings. I do 
not take attendance, but I expect you to attend. Experience shows that students who attend class 
perform better in the course. 
Handouts I use for lecturing will be made available on the course website. However, these will 
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90-100 A+ 9 An A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technically superior, shows 
mastery of the subject matter, and in the case of an A+ offers original

http://www.uvic.ca/services/counselling/

