Moral Problemsof ContemporarySociety
Ph232A02Spring2019
CRN22358

Instructor: ThomasHeyd,Ph.D.
Office: ClearihueB 309
Classneetings: Tue,Wed,Fri11:3042:20
Classroom: CLEA212

OfficeHours:  Wed,Fri14:4045:20,0r by appt.
Tel.: (250)8533767

S

e mail: heydt@uvic.ca

Coursedescription

Inthis coursewe discussethicallysignificantissuesof our societieswith a philosophicaperspective We beginwith
adiscussiorof the distinctionbetweenethicsand appliedethics,the role of argumentsin ethics,andthe relation
of ethicsto religionandto law. Throughoutthe remainderof of our contemporaryworld.

e Tocarefullyexaminethe philosophicaargumentsthat arisesurroundingthe controversiaissuediscussedn
the course.

« Tosharpenour ability for criticalanalysiof assumptionandargumentsandhow to assessheir strengthand
weaknessessupportedby consideratiorof realisticcases.

Textsand Coursespacagadings

Requiredtext: A Coursepackplusselectedtextsto be downloadedfrom Coursespaceéeedetailson the schedule
of lecturesbelow).Beattentive to announcementsn classand on Coursespacefecommendeaptional: Anthony
Weston,A Rulebook for Arguments (Hackett).

Coursenrganisationand studentengagement

Tofacilitate classdiscussionassignedveeklyreadingsare to be read aheadof classlectures Attendanceduring
classperiods,constructiveparticipationandtoleranceof the viewsof othersare expected.Studentsare
responsiblediscussionClasgime will

be devotedto brief presentationof keypointsfrom the
materialassignedandto classdiscussionln general,all gradedwork will be assessedn the basisof A) carein the
explanationof key points, B)quality of developmentof points presented,C)clarity, neatnessand organisationof
points.

Tipsfor bestperformances
Doreadingsaheadof classperiods,and do weeklyassignments.
Cometo classandconstructivelyparticipatein classdiscussion.
Speako the instructorif failingto understandthe material.

Gradedstudent activities
1. Participation,ncludingweeklyassignments 10%
2. Experientiagroupprojectand presentation 20%
3. Mid term test 30%
4. Finaltake homeexam 40%



1. Participation.Assessedn the basisof a) regularattendance b) constructiveparticipationin classdiscussionc)
weeklyassignmentdasedon the coursereadingsand analysisf the issuesunderdiscussionClassattendancewill
betaken andis particularlyencouragedn the caseof guestspeakergjustified absence®n thosedaysshouldbe
discusseavith the instructoraheadof time).

Weeklyresponseassignments

Youare expectedto write up a brief responseo a questionregardingeachweek’sreadingso helpyou engage
with the materialand conceptsbheforethe lecture.Responseshouldbe brief (normallyabout one paragraph
suffices)andhandedin on the first day of classe®veryweek (usuallyTuesdays)Y ourresponseshouldbe in your
ownwordsandnot be copiedfrom the textbookor other texts.

Atthe headof the pagepleasestate, in this order, a) your lastandfirst name(e.g.JONESeter),b) the date
assignmentsdue (e.g.9 Januarn2018),c) the particularreadingsdiscussede.g.Singerand Taylor).Feedbackwill
be givenon the first setsof assignmentsand occasionallyhereafter (dependenton availabilityof TAsupport).At
the end of the semesterthe total of the assignmentsninusthe two with the lowestgradeswill be gradedon a pass
or fail basis.

2. Experientialgroup project. Thisgroup projectisto provide experientialcontextfor studentsto developskillsin
applyingethicaltheoriesto realworld settings.(Thisis not anexercisan researchprocesseandinvolvesno
humansubjects.)Studentsare expectedto visit monumentsand naturalsitesrelatedto course






Furtherinformation regardingUvicpolicieson humanrights, equity, discriminationand harassmentre locatedin
the Uviccalendar(p. 15). If you haveanyparticularconcernsn our coursepleasedo not hesitateto contactme.

Counselingervices

Many,if not most, studentsexperiencesomedifficultieswith their mentalhealthduringtheir yearsas
undergraduatestudents.Make sureyou are familiar with UvicCounselingserviceswhichis anexcellentresource
you haveat your disposabn
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