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PHIL 225
Death and Dying

Department of Philosophy
University of Victoria
Winter Session — Second Term

Mondays and Thursdays
11:3012:50

Cornett B143
Instructor: Klaus Jahn
Office: Clearihue B331
Phone: 250.853.3825
Email: kjahn@uvic.ca
Office Hours: Mondays & Thursday2:00-3:00 (or by appointment)

Course Description
This course will be conducted with a tdad goal in mind.

On the one hand, it is meant to serve as an introduction to the sorts of concerns that arise amongst
bioethicists when matters of death and dying are at issue. As such, our discussions of death and
dying throughout the course will touch on deliberations over medical, moral and legal topics,
including: the clinical definition of death; the rationality of suicide; the naifitke relationship

between cargivers and the dying; the role that surrogate decision makers or proxies play at the
end of life; passive and active euthanasia; physiassisted suicide; and, the legitimacy of

requests made by thgidg to have treatment withheld or withdrawn
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Reading:
All readings for the course are available to download (asP@FtheCourse Spaces site.

All of the readings in the course packageraired reading (i.e., you are expected to have read
this materiaprior to coming to class).

Evaluation & Due Dates

i) One short, introductory written assignmé¢b¥%) —due Monday, January 21

if) One short textual commentar§q%) — due Monday Feb. 25

iii) One case study specification (25%) — duleufsday, March 21

iv) A Final Takehome Eamination(35%) — due Monday, April 8 (SOLE DEADLINE)
v) Attendanceand Participation (5%)
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UNIVERSITY & COURSE POLICIES
Statement on Academic Integrity:

‘Academic integrity requires commitment to the values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and


https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/
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