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materials covered if classes are missed and are expected to ask classmates about any announcements while absent. 
Everyone is encouraged to be self-reflective about his or her own beliefs, and to constructively contribute to class 
discussion. Class time will be devoted to brief presentation of key points from the material assigned, and to class 
discussion. In general, all graded work will be assessed on the basis of A) care in the explanation of key points, B) 
quality of development of points presented, C) clarity, neatness, and organisation of points. 
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Grading scale and interpretation 
Percentages will convert to a letter grade according to the standard University scheme: 

A+ = 90-100  B+ = 77-79 C+ = 65-69 D = 50-59 
   A  = 85-89 B  = 73-76 C  = 60-64 F = 0-49 

A- = 80-84 B- = 70-72  
 
What the Grading Scale Means:  

A+, A, or A- Earned by work which is technically superior, shows mastery of the subject matter, and in the case 
of an A+ offers original insight and/or goes beyond course expectations. Normally achieved by a 
minority of students. 

 
B+, B, or B-  Earned by work that indicates a good comprehension of the course material, a good command of 

the skills need
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Counselling Services 
Many, if not most, students experience some difficulties with their mental health during their years as undergraduate 
students. Make sure you are familiar with Uvic Counseling Services, which is an excellent resource you have at your 
disposal on campus. It is hard to shake the stigma associated with problems like depression and anxiety, but if at any 
point you can benefit from help with mental health issues, please contact Counseling Services. They genuinely want to 
help, and why not take advantage of this free resource? 
 
Important Dates  
Please consult the Uvic calendar’s Academic Year Important Dates for information about last possible dates to 
withdraw from courses without penalty, examinations period start/end dates, etc. 
 
Technology in Classroom 
Some students require laptops or voice recognition apps for their learning strategies, so I do not prohibit their use in 
the classroom. However, studies demonstrate that multi-tasking reduces the performance of other nearby students, 
so anyone caught on social media, internet surfing, etc. will be asked to leave and potentially subject to disciplinary 
action.  
 
Academic Advising 
For information about declaring a program, academic concessions or interpreting your Uvic CAPP report, please visit 
Undergraduate Advising or make an appointment with an adviser. 
 
Territory Acknowledgment  
The University of Victoria is committed to acknowledging and respecting the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ 
peoples on whose traditional territory the university stands and whose historical relationships with the land continue 
to this day. For information about support for indigenous students and efforts to foster reconciliation, please visit the 
Uvic Office of Indigenous Academic & Community Engagement.  
 
Schedule of lectures and tests 
Please note that this schedule is subject to changes. Weekly reading assignments will be confirmed as the course 
progresses, so please be attentive to announcements both in class and on Coursespaces. Informed participation in 
class discussion will be expected, so please read the assigned texts in advance. Readings are from the Coursespaces 
website, unless otherwise indicated. Going through cases is recommended, but will only be discussed in class if there 
is sufficient time.  
 
Week 1 
4-8 Sept 

Course introduction 
Reading: Rachels, “The Utilitarian Approach” 
 

Week 2 
9-15 Sept 

Approaches to ethics  
Readings: O’Neill, “A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics”, Glatz, “Aristotelian Virtue Ethics”, 
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Week 5 
30 Sept -6 Oct  

The professions and the professional-client relationship 
Readings: Bayles, “The Professions”, Hughes, “The Professions”, Bayles, “The Professional-Client 
Relationship”  
CASE


