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PHILOSOPHY 236 A01 2019 
Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy 

 
Dr. Cindy Holder      Office Hours: Wed  2 pm -3:30 pm 
Cle B322           
721-7516          
clholder@uvic.ca 
 
Course Description: This is an introductory course in the history of western political 
philosophy.  The principal goal is to help you develop critical reading, writing and thinking 
skills while becoming familiar with some of the central thinkers and questions of western 
political philosophy.   
 This course is reading-intensive and it will require a good deal of writing as well.  The 
exams in this course are a mix of sit-down and take-home exams.  All exams are cumulative 
(i.e., they may draw from material from any of the material covered in the readings or in lecture 
up until the date of the exam). It is very important to keep up with the readings as we go along; 
the ideal is to do the readings !"#$%" the class in which they are to be covered. It is not realistic 
to expect that you will be able to catch up on the relevant reading for an exam in the few days 
prior leading up to it.  It is not realistic to expect that you will be able to do well on exams 
without completing the readings or attending lecture.   

In addition to three exams you will be required to complete a short (5-7 page) paper 
relating material from the course to 
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such as CourseHeroes is contrary to the University’s academic regulations, and shows 
a profound lack of respect for myself, for fellow students and for the university as an 
institution of higher learning. It will not be tolerated.  
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Texts: 

• Bailey, Andrew, Brennan, Samantha, Kymlicka,Will, Levy, Jacob T., Sager, Alex and 
Clark Wolf, eds. &'"()%$*+,-".(/01'$2$34($#(5$6-*2(*0+(7$2-1-6*2(&'$83'19(:$2(;9(<%$=(
72*1$(1$(>-"1?@6'"A Broadview Press: 2008  

 
• Coursepack 

 
Schedule of Readings:  
The following is the anticipated schedule of readings for this course.  Dates and reading 
assignments may change over the course of the term.  Such changes will always be 
announced in class ahead of time and posted online. 
 
Sep 5  NO CLASS 
 
Sep 9-12 /06-"01@ 
 Sep 9  Plato, Aristotle (notes posted on CourseSpaces)  
 Sep 12  Cicero and Seneca (Anthology pp. 252-258) 
 
Sep 16-23 B"+-",*2@ 
 Sep 16  John of Salisbury (Coursepack) 
 Sep 23  Christine de Pisan (Anthology pp. 331-339)  
 
Sep 26  MID-TERM #1  
 
Sep 30-Oct 21 C*%24(B$+"%0@   
 Sep 30  Thomas Hobbes, (Anthology pp. 423-490)  
 Oct 7 John Locke, (Anthology pp. 496-538, 541-542)  
 Oct 14 THANKSGIVING 
 Oct 17 David Hume (Anthology pp. 598-610)  
  
Oct 21-31 C*%24(B$+"%0@(6$01-08"+(
 Oct 21 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, (Anthology pp. 331-339)  
 Oct 28 Mary Wollstonecraft, (Anthology pp. 790-797, 805-810, 826-827)    
 MID-TERM #2 HANDED OUT OCT 31 DUE NOV 7 
 
Nov 4-18 >-0"1""01'(6"018%4  
 Nov 4 Sojourner Truth (Anthology pp. 964-965)  
 Nov 7 Karl Marx, B*0-#"@1$($#(1'"(D$==80-@1(7*%14((Anthology pp. 1031-1046) 
 

 


