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Introduction to Philosophy

Submitting Writing Assignments


Your writing assignments must be submitted on-line through Brightspace.  Specific instructions and 
times submissions are due are posted on Brightspace along with the detailed descriptions of the 
assignments.


Unexcused late submissions will immediately lose 5% and will lose an additional 5% every 24 hours.  
If you are submitting your assignment late and the lateness was unavoidable, let me know so that we 
can waive the late penalty.


Quizzes 

These will be be timed multiple choice, short answer and fill in the blank quizzes that you will take on 
Brightspace.  Each quiz will be available on Brightspace only during our regular class time on the dates 
indicated in the schedule below. We will not have a class meeting on quiz days.  


Information about what to expect on individual quizzes will be posted on Brightspace.  If you miss a 
quiz due to illness or exceptional circumstance contact me immediately to schedule a make-up quiz.  

Grading 

Grades for the course will be assigned using the UVIC Undergraduate Grading Scale:


A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technically superior, shows mastery of 
the subject matter, and in the case of an A+ offers original insight and/or goes 
beyond course expectations.


B+, B, or B- is earned by work that indicates good comprehension of the 
course material, good command of the skills needed to work with it, and full 
engagement with the course requirements and activities. A B+ represents a 
more complex understanding and/or application.


C+ or C is earned by work that indicates an adequate comprehension of the 
course material and the skills needed to work with the course material and that 
indicates the student has met the basic requirements for completing assigned 
work and/or participating in class activities.

D is earned by work that indicates minimal command of the course materials 
and/or minimal participation in class activities that is worthy of course credit 
toward the degree.

N indicates that the course requirements were not completed.


Academic Integrity


The University Policy on Academic Integrity (covering plagiarism, multiple submission, unauthorized 
use of an editor, falsifying materials, cheating and aiding others to cheat) will be enforced in this 
course. You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the policy. You can find it online in the 
UVIC Calendar at  https://www.uvic.ca/students/academics/academic-integrity/ 

If you have any doubts about what this policy requires or any questions about whether or not you are 
complying with it, please don’t hesitate to ask me about it.
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Percentage Grade

90 - 100    A+
85 - 89    A

80 - 84    A-

77 - 79    B+

73 - 76    B

70 - 72    B-

65 - 69    C+

60 - 64    C

50 - 59    D

Below 50  N or F

/students/academics/academic-integrity/
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S p r i n g  S e m e s t e r  S c h e d u l e      

P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R e l i g i o n  a n d  t h e  E t h i c s  



F r e e  W i l l  

 F 1/31	 Introduction to Free Will 

T 2/4 Writing Assignment 7: I s  i t  A l l  P s e u d o s c i e n c e ?  due 8pm

	 	 Dennett  Please Don’t Feed the Bugbears 

	 W 2/5	 Dennett  Making Reason Practical, Control and Self-Control 

	 F 2/7 



T h e  G o o d  L i f e  a n d  t h e  M e a n i n g  o f  L i f e  

T 3/18	 Tolstoy from  My Confession 

 W 3/19 Schopenhauer  On The Vanity of Existence  
	 	 

	 F 3/21	 Camus from  The Myth of Sisyphus     


 T 3/25 EP 3.2  Existentialism:  Born Free, Let Me Be 

W 3/26 Nagel  The Absurd 

	 F 3/28 EP  3.3  The Meaning of Life  
  Wolf  Happiness and Meaning, Section II Meaning in Life, recommended 
	   	 

 T 4/1 Q u i z  8  T h e  M e a n i n g  o f  L i f e       o p e n  f r o m  9 : 3 0  a m  t o  1 1 : 3 0  a m  
   
	 W4/2 Workshop for Writing Assignment 10: T h e  Q u e s t i o n  
  Wallace  This is Water

	 	 Russell  The Value of Philosophy 

	 F 4/4	 Writing Assignment 10: F a c e  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  due 8pm 


	 	 


	 	 

	 

For all other course information see the course outline from the fall semester, available on Brightspace.
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