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a degree be conferred. The Dean is also responsible for allocating University Fellowships and other 
awards on the recommendation of departments and the Graduate Faculty Awards Committee. Donja 
Roberts is the Linguistics contact for all matters related to graduate student funding (scholoff@uvic.ca).  
 
Administrative staff members in the Gra

mailto:scholoff@uvic.ca
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MA in Linguistics 
The MA in Linguistics is a two-year program* 
  

____ Program Form / CAPP Report  (in the first 
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3. Admissions 

 
Admissions 

The Admissions page of the Linguistics > Graduate website has detailed information on the application 
process, as well as on what materials should be included in the application: 
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/apply/index.php
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• TOEFL: the minimum score is 600 on the standard paper-based test, 250 on the computer-based 
test, or 100 on the internet-based test 

• IELTS: the minimum score is 7 on each component of the test 
 
 
Applicants lacking a background in Linguistics   
On the basis of their promise as students of Linguistics, applicants who lack aspects of the expected 
background are, under rare circumstances, 
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Work-study positions are also sometimes (though not regularly) available for graduate students within 
the Linguistics department. Eligibility is based on demonstrated financial need. More information can be 
found on the UVic Work Study website: https://www.uvic.ca/registrar/safa/work-study/. 
 
Finally, some students are eligible for bursaries through the Student Awards and Financial Aid office 
(SAFA). Eligibility requirements and other information can be found on the SAFA website: 
https://www.uvic.ca/registrar/safa/.  
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necessary. In making amendments, the Graduate Advisor notifies the change(s) and requests that the 
Office of Graduate Records alter the student's program to reflect the change. Approval is usually 
automatic. 

 

6. Annual student progress report 

According to the UVic Faculty of Graduate Studies Gra
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531, LING 570, LING 572, LING 573, LING 576, LING 577, LING 586, LING 592, LING 595, and LING 596 
and/or from the following not already selected: LING 503, LING 504, LING 505. Project-based students 
may include 1.5 units from relevant courses in other Departments determined in consultation with the 
student’s supervisor.  
 
*503 and 505 are taken by students without a previous undergraduate course in these areas; 508 and 
510 are taken by students who have completed an undergraduate course in these areas. 
 
All Master's students must satisfy the language requirement and an oral presentation requirement (see 
below). 
 
Major Research Paper or Thesis 
Project-based students write their MRP in LING 598, which is awarded 4.5 units. The MRP is defended 
orally, in a formal meeting open to the public. This defence follows FGS procedures on oral examinations 
and revisions. 
 
Thesis

https://dspace.library.uvic.ca/
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Course Work 
Students must include in their programs at least 7.5 units of coursework at the 500- and 600-level (= 5 
courses). All doctoral students must take LING 601 (Current Directions in Syntactic Theory) and LING 602 
(Current Directions in Phonological Theory). Other courses are determined jointly by a student and the 
supervisor. 

http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/thesis/candidacy/index.php
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca/
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/forms/index.php
http://registrar.uvic.ca/grad/continuing/forms/GraduateAdmissionsandRecords-Forms.html


LINGUISTICS GRADUATE HANDBOOK  (2023- 24)  16  
 

 

2. speaks the language natively; 
3. has been educated in the language;  
4. has an undergraduate degree with a major in the language; 
5. has successfully completed a minimum of the equivalent of 4.5 units of university-level 

courses in the language, with at least a second-class (B-) average; or 
6. has passed the equivalent of a 3-unit, upper-division reading course in the language. 

 
Other mechanisms for assessing the language requirements for special cases may be established. In such 
cases, however, the student is responsible for putting a proposal together in consultation with their 
supervisor and submitting it 
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http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-05/grad/registration/leaves.html
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/checklists/Checklist%20for%20Master_phD.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/docs/ETDSubmissionStepsRevJul14.pdf
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/forms/index.php


http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/resourcesfor/students/gradreq/
http://www.uvic.ca/current-students/home/graduating/


LINGUISTICS GRADUATE HANDBOOK  (2023-24)  21  
 

 

Idealized Defense Timeline for Thesis, Major Research Paper (MRP), and Dissertation programs 
Writing 
  
 4-6 months or more before students hope to defend 
  Submission of the draft thesis/dissertation to supervisor 
 

 3 months or more before the defense for the thesis and dissertation programs and 1 month or 
more before the defense for the project-based program in Applied Linguistics 

  Submission of the draft MRP/thesis/dissertation to supervisory committee members 
  
Preparation  

  

             2 weeks [10 working days] for MA (Project), 4 weeks [20 working days] for MA (Thesis) and 6 
weeks [30 working days] for PhD before the defense or earlier1  

  Completion of all degree requirements 
  Submission of 'Request for Oral Examination' form 
  Submission of 1 copy of the draft MA thesis to the external examiner 
  Submission of 1 copy of the draft MA thesis to the Faculty of Grad Studies 
  Submission of 1 copy of the draft PhD dissertation to the Faculty of Grad Studies 
  Submission of 1 copy of the draft MRP (project) to a second reader  
 
Defending 
 

1-8 weeks or more after the defense  
  Revisions to thesis/dissertation 
 
 
 

10. PhD candidacy Requirement 

 
The culmination of doctoral study is the dissertation, a substantial written work of original research. The 
University requires doctoral students to show their preparedness and aptitude for this task by 
successfully completing a candidacy requirement. Through the candidacy requirement, students 
demonstrate that they have mastered the necessary tools to complete a dissertation successfully. These 
tools include familiarity and facility with the field’s core findings, literature, theoretical frameworks, and 
forms of argumentation. 
 
In the Linguistics department, the candidacy requirement consists of either a substantial research paper, 
or two candidacy examinations. 
 
Students completing their candidacy requirement must register for LING 693. 
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1. Timeline 
 
Students are normally expected to complete their candidacy requirement by the end the second year of 
their PhD program. The maximum time for completion of the candidacy requirement is three years from 
the start of the PhD program. 
  
Information on the candidacy process also appears on the Linguistics graduate website: 
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/thesis/candidacy/index.php 
 
2. Procedures 
 
When a student registers for LING 693, or beforehand, their supervisory committee is struck. The 
committee and the student decide collaboratively on one of the two options for the completion of the 
candidacy requirement (one candidacy paper, or two candidacy exams). This choice is recorded on the 
Program Form, which the student completes and returns to the department office. 
 
2.1 Option A: Candidacy paper 
 
One option for satisfying the doctoral candidacy requirement in Linguistics is to write an original 
research paper, suitable for presentation at a conference.  
 
2.1.1 Supervision 
 

http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/thesis/candidacy/index.php


LINGUISTICS GRADUATE HANDBOOK  (2023- 24)  23  
 

 

4. A preliminary outline of the paper, and a timeline of when the research and writing will be 
completed 
 
2.1.3 Submission of drafts 
 
The candidacy paper is normally completed within two academic terms, including the proposal and the 
research ethics approval process, if any. While researching the candidacy paper, the student is expected 
to meet regularly with the candidacy supervisor and may meet occasionally with the second reader. 
Suggested length of the paper is 35 double-spaced pages (roughly 10,000-11,000 words), including any 
examples, tables and diagrams, and excluding references. 
 
Once a complete draft of the paper is ready, its formal evaluation begins. The student can submit no 
more than three complete drafts before participating in an oral defense: 
 

• The candidacy supervisor reads and comments on a complete initial draft of the paper before 
the student passes a revised draft to the supervisor and second reader.  

• The second reader and the supervisor then read and comment on a complete second draft of 
the paper before the student submits md

�x
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o The student has two weeks to complete the minor revisions, which are then approved 
by the candidacy supervisor. 

3. The candidacy paper must be revised and resubmitted. 
o The student revises the paper (based on written comments from the committee), and 

resubmits it to the committee. 
o The paper can be revised only once, and the revised paper must be defended within 

three months of the initial defense. 
4. The candidacy paper fails.  

o If the revised paper does not meet department standards, the student is required to 
withdraw from the PhD program. 

 
Immediately after the meeting of the committee, the supervisor communicates the committee’s 
decision to the student and to the Graduate Advisor. 
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contribution to the field of existing knowledge or a new perspective on existing knowledge 
(http://web.uvic.ca/calendar/grad/admissions/progreqs-masters.html#). 
 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar/grad/admissions/progreqs-masters.html
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/linguistics/graduate/thesis/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/docs/policies/Graduate%20Supervision%20Policy.pdf
http://www.uvic.ca/library/
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/home/home/centre/
http://hcmc.uvic.ca/
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• 

http://www.uvic.ca/research/conduct/home/regapproval/humanethics/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/userais/
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/resourcesfor/students/informationfor/preparingtograduate/index.php
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committee makes a report to the Dean. In this report, an exceptionally good thesis or dissertation or an 
exceptionally poor thesis or dissertation is typically noted. 
 
More information on the oral examination can be found on the FGS website: 
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/resourcesfor/students/thesis/oral/index.php 
 
 
The role of the external examiner 
As previously mentioned, the external examiner takes the largest part in questioning during the thesis or 
dissertation defense. In addition, external examiners for PhD candidates must provide a written 
assessment of the dissertation, which is to reach the Dean of Graduate Studies no later than one week 
prior to the date of the examination. A copy of this report is made available to the supervisor and the 
Chair of the examining committee. External examiners are instructed by the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
that if they have serious doubts about the acceptability of a thesis or dissertation after reading it, these 
doubts should be discussed with the supervisor well in advance of the examination. The Faculty of 
Graduate Studies suggests that in such a case it may be appropriate to delay the examination until some 
of the examiner’s doubts can be resolved. 
 
The Dean of Graduate Studies has no funds available for bringing external examiners to the University of 
Victoria: If a supervisor feels that it is necessary for the external examiner to be pr

http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/resourcesfor/students/thesis/oral/index.php
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-05/grad/degree-completion.html
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Collegial rights and responsibilities of students 
The goals of graduate studies are many; however, one of the most important goals for faculty members 
is producing new colleagues. All graduate students are encouraged to take on collegial responsibilities, 
from participating in the governance of the  t

https://journals.uvic.ca/index.php/WPLC
http://cla-acl.ca/


mailto:linggradadv@uvic.ca
mailto:linggradsec@uvic.ca
http://www.uvicombudsperson.ca/
https://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/research/home/yoursupervisor/relationship/
http://www.uvic.ca/eqhr
http://www.uvic.ca/hr/assets/docs/labourrelations/collectiveagreements/4163CA%20Comp%201%20and%202.pdf
http://www.uvic.ca/hr/assets/docs/labourrelations/collectiveagreements/4163CA%20Comp%201%20and%202.pdf


LINGUISTICS GRADUATE HANDBOOK  (2023-24)  32  
 

 

Centre for Academic Communication and Learning and Teaching Centre 
The Centre for Academic Communication (CAC) 
(http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/home/home/centre/) offers support to students in writing, 
reading, speaking, and understanding academic expectations. They offer one-on

http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/home/home/centre/
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/ta/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/ta/pro-d/programs/lathe/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/home/home/informationfor/indigenous/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/services/indigenous/
http://www.uvic.ca/international/home/contact/iss/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/
http://www.uvic.ca/services/counselling/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/services/counselling/resources/thesis/index.php
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13. Graduate faculty  

 
John Archibald, PhD (Toronto) Second and third  language acquisition; phonological acquisition; 

 teaching pronunciation 
 
Sonya Bird, PhD (Arizona) Phonetics; Phonology; Salish languages; Athabaskan languages; Indigenous 

Language Revitalization; second language pronunciation 
 
Alexandra D’Arcy, PhD (Toronto) Language variation and change; sociolinguistic theory; historical 

sociolinguistics; grammaticalization 
 
Li-Shih Huang, PhD (Toronto) applied linguistics, English for academic purposes, needs and outcomes 

assessment, corpus-aided language teaching and learning, strategic behaviours in language-
learning and language-testing contexts, and pedagogical material development 

 
Martha McGinnis, PhD (MIT) Syntactic theory; comparative linguistics; syntactic interfaces 
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