
Letter of Intent 

History Department Guide to Preparation 

The letter of intent is an important 



It is possible to change your topic once you are in the program but when we accept your application it is 

because we can guarantee supervision.  A change in topic is only possible if there is a supervisor 

available for the new topic.  

 

Ph.D. 

Students will create a 200-300 page thesis which requires access to appropriate resources and 

supervision.  The statement of intent should: 

1. be about 2 pages; 

2. explain your intended general area of study and then more particularly the specific topic you are 

contemplating for your dissertation.  Be as specific as you can.  If you would like some guidance 

on refining a topic feel free to contact the graduate advisor who will refer you to an area 


