
  
 This course examines the foreign policies of the Great Powers and the origins of the 
two world wars of the twentieth century.  The first part of the course will examine the European 
Great Powers and the road to the ‘July Crisis’ of 1914.  The second will concentrate on the 
results of the Paris Peace Conference, the advent of National Socialist Germany, and the Great 
Power response to Hitler’s regime after January 1933. Seminars will revolve around the 
strategic interests of the Powers, personality and policy, alliances, intra-alliance relations, and 
ideology. 
 
 Each week, one lucky student gets to present a short paper to the class – around 4-5 
pages, typed and double-spaced, but with no notes or bibliography – to get our discussion 
going.  I would like whomever is to give the paper that week to turn a copy in to me on Tuesday 
by noon – you can do so electronically; I will then have to have photocopies of the original 
made to distribute to the rest of the class.  The members of the class can use their copy as a 
record of our discussion, a place to mark quick notes, comments, and so on. 
 
 There will be no written examination for this course.  Your research proposal, class 



but I leave this to you.  The History Department requires that all sources be put into either 
footnotes or endnotes – I will send the Department ‘Style Guide’ to you.   
 
 
Research Proposal and Bibliography:  
 
You must submit a short proposal (2-3 pages of double-spaced text) to explain the research 
question that you are seeking to answer in your research paper.  It must include an initial 
bibliography with at least six articles and six books – and, of course, as you research and write 
the paper, this initial bibliography will probably change. 
 
The distribution of grades for this course is: 
 
  Research Proposal due on 29 January 2020  10% 
 
  Term paper due on 25 March 2020   60% 
 
  Class participation     30% 
 
Two crucial things about the term papers: 
 
1. First, become aware of the University rules governing plagiarism and the penalties for 

being caught plagiarising. 
 
2. Second, for each day your term paper is late, I will make some deduction from the 

assigned grade. 
 
STUDENTS MUST UNDERSTAND THAT BY RULE OF THE UNIVERSITY , THEY MUST COMPLETE A LL PARTS OF THE 
COURSE – (1) RESEARCH PROPOSAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHY , (2) RESEARCH PAPER, AND (3) FINAL EXAMINATION 
-- TO RECEIVE A PASSING GRADE.  ALSO SEE THE ‘PRINCIPLES  OF ACADEMIC  INTEGRITY’  BELOW.  
 
 
 
Seminar Topics: 
 
1. German Foreign Policy 



5. British Foreign Policy from Salisbury to Grey, 1885-1914: The Diplomacy of the Only 
World Power 

 
6. The July Crisis of 1914  
 
7. The New International Order: The Paris Peace Conference, 1919-1923 
 
8. German Foreign Policy under Adolf Hitler, 1933-1939: The Primacy of Europapolitik 
 
9. Totalitarian Foreign Policy under Benito Mussolini and Josef Stalin, 1933-1939 
 
10. French Foreign Policy during the Third Republic, 1933-1939: The Defensive Mentality 
 
11. British Foreign Policy from Macdonald to Chamberlain, 1933-1939: From the Balance 

of Power to Appeasement 
 
12. From Munich to the Polish Crisis, September 1938 to September 1939 
  





Allegations 
Alleged violations must be documented by the instructor, who must inform the Chair. The Chair shall then inform the student in 




