
 

 
HSTR 330: War and Society in Canada 
 
 
BJC McKercher, FRHistS         TWF: 9:30 am-10:20 am    
Office: CLE B226       
Office hours: TWF: 10:30 am to 11:30 am 
Telephone: (250) 532-0826 
E-mail: brianmck@uvic.ca 
 
Course Description: 
 

Following an overview of the military history of Canada from before and during the 
colonial period, this course examines the defence policy of Canada since Confederation 
and the wars fought by Canadian forces.  In doing so, it looks at the various issues that 
together have created, sustained, and seen the use of the Dominion’s armed forces over 
time: military policy and organisation, foreign policy, the consideration of finance and 
economics, domestic politics, and the civil-



 

endnotes – I will send the Department ‘Style Guide’ to you.  The research paper can be on 
any topic you want in terms in the general subjects covered in the course.  If you have any 
questions or seek clarification on any issue dealing with the term papers, please see me. 
 
I want you to treat these papers seriously.  Not only do they allow you to write about an 
issue you find interesting, they will give you an opportunity to think, research, and write in 
a historical way.  If possible, although this might be difficult in some instances 



 

Topic 12 Moving Away from Britain: Canadian Society, Isolationism, and the 

Running-down the Canadian Armed Forces, 1919-1930  

Topic 13 Moving Towards Britain: Canadian Society, International Crises, and 

Reluctant Re-armament, 1930-1939  

Topic 14 Now an Ally in Europe and the Far East: Canada and the Defence of Britain, 

1939-1941 

Topic 15 Hard Slogging in Europe: Canada and Its Armed Forces from Dieppe to 

Italy, 1942-1944 

Topic 16 Cross-Channel Victory: Canada and Its Armed Forces from Normandy to 

the Fall of Berlin, 1944-1945  

Topic 17 Canada as an Acknowledged Power: Canadian Society, the Canadian 

Armed Forces, and the Advent of the Cold War, 1945-1950 

Topic 18 Containing Communism: Canada and the Korean War, 1950-1954 

Topic 19 Inventing Peacekeeping: Pearson, the Suez Crisis, and Canadian Military 

Internationalism, 1956-1957 -



 

Topic 30 Floods and Ice Storms: The Canadian Armed Forces, Domestic Politics, and 

the Aid to the Civil Power, 1997



 

 
Principles of Academic Integrity 
 
 



 



 

the bulk of the work should result in a grade of F for the course. In situations where collaborative work is allowed, only the 
student or students who commit the violation are subject to penalty. 
 
Violations Relating to Graduate Dissertations, Theses or Final Projects  
Instances of substantial plagiarism, falsification of materials or unauthorized use of an editor that affect a minor part of the 
student’s dissertation, thesis or final project should result in a student being placed on disciplinary probation with a 
notation on the student’s transcript that is removed upon graduation, and being required to rewrite the affected section of 


