
mailto:brianmck@uvic.ca


2 
 

covered in the course.  If you have any questions or seek clarification on any issue dealing 
with the term papers, please see me.  My office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM.  But if these times are difficult for you, I can make special 
arrangements to see you at any time. 
 

I want you to treat these papers seriously.  Not only do they allow you to write about 
an issue you find interesting, they will give you an opportunity to think, research, and write 
in a historical way.  If possible, although this might be difficult in some instances, I would 
like you to use a few primary materials in preparing your paper.  Primary materials are 
documents like diaries, letters, official despatches, telegrams, speeches, newspapers, and 
so on written at the time.  Our Library here is amongst the best in Canada in its holdings of 
such materials, many of which have been published in book form.  If you feel especially 
adventurous, you might wish to look at microfilm, but I leave this to you.  Late papers will 
be penalized 5% for each day. 
 
 
Exams: 
 
The final examination will be in essay format and will draw upon material from lectures 
and readings.  Examination grades will be determined by the directness, pertinence, and 
comprehensiveness of each answer. Makeup examinations will be possible only in cases of 
a documented medical or family emergency.   
 
 
Readings 
 
 It is up to you to read the sections of the textbook that relate to the topics covered 
in lectures.  Our text is Gerhard Weinberg, A World at Arms. A Global History of World 






