
Gordon Martel: Curriculum Vitae 
 
Academic & Professional Experience   
 
Emeritus Professor of History, University of Northern British Columbia, 2009- 
Adjunct Professor of History, University of Victoria, 2008- 
Acting Dean of Arts, Social and Health Sciences, University of Northern British Columbia, 2007-08  
Professor of History, University of Northern British Columbia, 1995-2009; and Chair, 1996-2004 
Visiting Research Professor, University of Western Australia, 2004 
Senior Research Fellow, De Montfort University, 1995-present 
Visiting Scholar, University of Ulster, 2000 
Academic Visitor, Nuffield College, Oxford University, 1999-2000 
Adjunct Professor of History, Simon Fraser University, 1995-99 
Professor, Royal Roads Military College, 1987-1995 



II. Editorial in Progress: 
 
Seminar Studies in History: Series Editor, 1996-present – 99 titles commissioned by me, with more in progress 

(Routledge). This is the largest and longest-standing series of historical studies. I am responsible for 
the ‘modern’ period (c.1850-present). The most recent titles commissioned by me include: 
Independence and Nation-Building in Latin America; Woodrow Wilson: The First World War and 
Internationalism; War Crimes: Law, Politics, & Armed Conflict in the Modern World; Capitalism 
and Individualism in America. More than a dozen new titles are in progress. 

 
In Print:  
 

i. Books:   
 

The Origins of the First World War, Routledge, London, 2023 (revised and expanded update of the 2007 3rd 
edition). With James Joll, deceased.  

 
The Encyclopedia of Diplomacy: Editor-in-Chief, 4 volumes, Wiley-Blackwell, 2018. 
 
The Origins of the First World War, Fourth edition, Routledge, London, 2017.  
 
The Month That Changed the World: July 1914 (Oxford University Press, 2014); paperback re-titled The Month 

That Changed the World: July 1914 and World War I (2016). 
 
The Encyclopedia of War: Editor-in-Chief , 5 volumes, Wiley-Blackwell, 2012. 
 
(ed.) A Companion to International History, 1900-2000; Blackwell, Oxford, 2007. 
 
(ed.) A Companion to Europe, 1900-1945; Blackwell, Oxford, 2005. 

 
(ed.) The World War Two Reader: Routledge, London, 2004. 
 
(ed.) The Times & Appeasement: The Journals of A.L. Kennedy, Cambridge University Press [for the Royal 

Historical Society (2000) 
 
(ed.) The Origins of the Second World War Reconsidered: The Debate Continues, [a completely revised edition 

of the 1986 book, including five new essays] Routledge (1999). 
 
(ed.) American Foreign Relations Reconsidered, 1890-1993, Routledge, London and New York, 1994 [Korean 

translation, 1997]. 
 
(ed.) Modern Germany Reconsidered, 1870-1945, Routledge, London and New York, 1992. 
 
Imperial Diplomacy: Rosebery and the Failure of Foreign Policy, McGill-Queens University Press, Toronto 

(1986); Mansell, London (1986). 
 
(ed.) The Origins of the Second World War: The AJP Taylor Debate after Twenty-Five Years, Allen & Unwin, 

New York, London and Sydney, 1986. 
 
The Origins of the First World War, Longmans, London, 1986. 
 
(ed.) Studies in British Imperial History - Essays in Honour of A.P. Thornton, Macmillan, London (1986). 
 
 ii.    Essays and Articles in Books:   



 
‘International History as Biography: The Career of Rex Leeper’; in Peacemaking, Peacemakers and 
Diplomacy, 1880-1939, Gaynor Johnson (ed.), Cambridge Sc



‘Decolonisation after Suez: Retreat or Rationalisation’; Australian Journal of Politics & History, vol. 46  no.3 
(2000), pp. 403-17. 

 
‘The Prehistory of Appeasement: Headlam-Morley, the Peace Settlement and Revisionism’; Diplomacy and 

Statecraft, vol. 9 no.3 (1998), pp. 242-65. 
 
‘The Meaning of Power: Rethinking the Decline and Fall of Great Britain’; The International History Review 

vol. 13 no. 3 (1991), pp. 662-94 . 
 

‘Toynbee, McNeill and the Myth of World History’; The International History Review, vol.12 no.4 (1990), pp. 
619-37. 
 

‘America’s First Bid for Empire’; Canadian Review of American Studies (1986). 
 
‘Liberalism & Nationalism in Foreign Policy: Britain & the Balkan Crisis of 1886’; Middle Eastern Studies 

(1985). 
 

‘Cabinet Politics & African Partition: The Uganda Debate Reconsidered’; Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History (1984). 

 
‘The Limits of Commitment: Rosebery and the Definition of the Anglo-German Understanding’; Historical 

Journal (1983). 
 

‘Generals Die in Bed: Modern Warfare & Modernist Culture’; Journal of Canadian Studies (1981). 
 

‘Documenting the Great Game:  ‘World Policy’ and the  ‘Turbulent Frontier’ in the 1890s’; International 
History Review, (1980). 

 
‘The Near East in the Balance of Power: The Repercussions of the Kaulla Incident in 1893’; Middle Eastern 

Studies, 1980. 
 

 
III. Editorial: 
 
Series Editor, ‘The New International History’.  A series of wide-ranging books that adopt new approaches to 

the study of international history, published by Routledge.  Five volumes, Richard Bosworth’s 
Explaining Auschwitz and Hiroshima: History Writing and the Second World War, Alan Cassels’ 
Ideology in International History, Philip Taylor’s The Media and the Globalization of International 
Politics since 1945, Paul MacKenzie’s Revolutionary Armies in the Modern Era, Stephen Randall 
& Graham Mount’s Caribbean Basin in International History and David Ryan’s US Foreign Policy 
in World History were published.  

 
Advisory Editor, The International History Review, 1989-1994 
 
Founding Editor and Editor, The International History Review, 1979-1989    
 
Member of the Editorial Board, The Journal of the Historical Society, 2000-present; The Electronic Journal of 
International History (for the Institute of Historical Research, London), 2000-present. 
 
Conferences, symposia, colloquia etc:





‘Publicity and Appeasement: A.L. Kennedy, The Times and British Foreign Policy’: paper presented to the 
annual convention of the American Historical Association, San Francisco, January 1994. 

 
‘The First World War as Liberal Crusade: Gilbert Murray and the Oxford Circle’: paper presented to the North 
American Conference on British Studies, Montreal, October 1993. 
 
‘The Idea of Decline in International History’: paper presented to the conference on ‘Officials, Historians and 
International History’ held at the London School of Economics, June 1993 [in honour of D.C. Watt, Stevenson 
Professor of International History in the University of London]. 
 
‘Intelligence, Propaganda and the Meaning of the First World War: A Research Project’: paper presented to 
the University of Calgary’s department of history colloquium for faculty and graduate students, March 1993. 
 
‘Edwardians as Athenians: War and Change in the Imperial Idea, 1902-1919’: Seminar  on Imperial & 
Commonwealth History, Oxford University, June 1992. 
 
‘Reconstructing Europe: The Liberal Doctrine of Peace, 1917-1921’:  paper presented to  the Conference on 
British Studies, Syracuse University, New York, April 1992. 
 
‘The Royal Institute of International Affairs & the Creation of The New Europe’:  paper  presented to Lothian 
Conference on International Affairs, Oxford University, March 1992. 
 
Education     
 
Ph.D.  University of Toronto, 1977 
M.A.  




