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FIELDS OF EXPERTISE 

 Environmental History 

 Pacific Coast History 

US International Relations History 

Business History 

  

EDUCATION 

  Ph.D. – Cornell University (2005)    

M.A. –  Cornell University (2002) 

B.A.  –  Whitman College (1997), magna cum laude 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Books 

Orca: How We Came to Know and Love the Ocean’s Greatest Predator     

(Oxford University Press, 2018) 
 **Honor book, Caroline Bancroft History Prize** 

 

The Business of Empire: United Fruit, Race, and U.S. Expansion in Central America  

(Cornell University Press, 2011)  

**Honorable mention, Stuart L. Bernath Book Prize, Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations 

 **Honorable mention, Ralph Gomory Prize, Business History Conference 

  

Articles 

 “Conscripting Leviathan: Science, Cetaceans, and the Cold War,” Diplomatic History (June 2020) 

  “The Whale and the Region: Killer Whale Capture and the Remaking of the Pacific Northwest,” Journal of  

  the Canadian Historical Association (volume 24, issue 2, 2013) 

“‘A Chasm of Values and Outlook’: The Carter Administration’s Human Rights Policy in Guatemala,”  

 Peace and Change (October 2010) 

“Race, Empire, and New England Capital in the Caribbean,” Massachusetts Historical Review (September  

 2009) 

“‘Banana Growing and Negro Management’: Race, Labor, and Jim Crow Colonialism in Guatemala,  

  1884-1930.” Diplomatic History (September 2006) 

 

Book Chapters 

“Tuffy’s Cold War: Science, Memory, and the US Navy’s Dolphin,” Traces of the Animal Past:  

Methodological Challenges in Animal History (University of Calgary Press, 2022) 

“Swimming with Gigi: Captivity, Gray Whales, and the Environmental Culture of the Pacific Coast,” Across  

Species and Cultures: Whales, Humans, and Pacific Worlds (University of Hawaii Press, (2022) 

 “Learning to Love the Sea Wolves,” Spirits of the Coast: Orcas in Science, Art, and History (Royal BC  

Museum, 2020) 

 “Cetaceans in the City: Orca Captivity and Environmental Politics in Vancouver,” in Darcy Ingram,  

  Christabelle Sethna, and Joanna Dean eds., Animal Metropolis: Histories of Human-Animal  

  Relations in Urban Canada (University of Calgary Press, 2017) 

 “Change in Black and White: Orca Bodies and the New Pacific Northwest,” in Susan Nance, ed., The  

Historical Animal (Syracuse University Press, 2015)  

“Progressive Empire: Race and Tropicality in United Fruit’s Central America,” in Daniel Bender and Jana  

 Lipman, eds. Making the Empire Work: Labor and United States Imperialism (NYU Press, 2015) 

“Reagan and Central America,” A Companion to Ronald Reagan, Andrew Johns, ed. (Wiley-Blackwell,  

 2015) 

“The Spanish-American War and Imperialism,” The Guide to U.S. Foreign Policy: A Diplomatic History,  



 Thomas Zeiler and Robert McMahon, eds. (DWJ Books, 2012) 

“James Madison,” American Statesmen, Edward S. Mihalkanin, ed. (Greenwood Press, 2004) 

 

Short Articles, Blog Entries, and Digital Scholarship 

 “Searching for Gigi: Captivity, Culture, and the Pacific Coast’s Embrace of Gray Whales,” Ryan Tucker  

Jones and Angela Wanhalla, eds. “New Histories of Pacific Whaling,” RCC Perspectives:  

Transformations in Environment and Society 2019, no. 5.  

“Why Orcas Are More ‘Caring’ Than ‘Killer’ Whales,” BBC Science Focus Magazine (November 2018) 

“How Live Capture Changed Scientific Views of Killer Whales,” The Scientist (July 2018) 

“From Bounty to Tragedy: What Strandings Reveal About Our Changing Relations with Whales” (Oxford  

  Australia blog, May 2018) 

“The Real Whale Who Changed the World,” Network in Canadian History and Environment (NiCHE)  

  (February 2017) 

“The United States and the Caribbean, 1877-1920,” History by Era website, Gilder Lehrman Institute of  

  American History (2012) 

 

Public History Exhibition 

Historical Consultant for Orcas: Our Shared Future, traveling international exhibition, Royal BC Museum,  

(2019-2022)  

 

Film Contributions 

Principal interview/archival material for documentary film Orcas for Profit: The Captivity Industry (2021) 

(North Shore Productions) https://youtu.be/39U8X7uVj18  

**Telly Awards Silver Winner** 

 

Principal interview for The Hundred-Year-Old Whale (2017), documentary on “Granny,” the matriarch of  

the Southern Resident Killer Whales, by Mark Leiren-Young 

**Winner Writers’ Guild of Canada Award for Best Documentary, April 2018 

**Winner Best Short Film, Friday Harbor Documentary Film Festival 

 

Book Reviews 

 Barry Gough, Possessing Meares Island: A Historian’s Journey into the Past of Clayoquot Sound (Ormsby  

Review, forthcoming) 

David B. Williams. Homewaters: A Human and Natural History of Puget Sound. (Pacific Northwest  

Quarterly, summer 2022) 

Catherine Armstrong, American Slavery, American Imperialism: US Perceptions of Global Servitude, 1870- 

1914 (Diplomatic History, June 2022) 

J. I. Little, At the Wilderness Edge: The Rise of the Antidevelopment Movement on Canada’s West Coast (BC  

Studies, October 2020) 

Richard Ravalli, Sea Otters: A History (Pacific Northwest Quarterly (Spring 2020) 

 Jakobina Arch, Bringing Whales Ashore: Oceans and the Environment of Early Modern Japan 

https://youtu.be/39U8X7uVj18


Roger Peace, A Call to Conscience: The Anti-Contra War Campaign (Pacific Historical Review,  

  August 2013) 

 Hal Brands, Latin America’s Cold War (Pacific Historical Review, February 2012) 

Brian Loveman, No Higher Law: American Foreign Policy and the Western Hemisphere since 1776  

  (The Americas, July 2011) 

Gilbert M. Joseph and Daniela Spenser, eds., In From the Cold: Latin America’s New Encounter with the  

  Cold War (



November 2019  Gave a talk, “Wilsonian Dreams: Race, Self-Determination, and the US Liberal  

        Internationalism of 1919,” for 1919: On the Edge of a Brave New World colloquium,  

     University of Victoria 

November 2019  Gave a paper, “Tuffy’s Cold War: Science, Dolphins, and the US Navy,” Traces of the Animal  

     



August 2018  Gave an invited talk, “How the ‘Killer’ Became the ‘Orca,’” Whale Interpretive Centre,  

        Telegraph Cove, BC 

June 2018  Gave a paper, “Searching for Gigi: Captivity, Culture, and the Pacific Coast’s Embrace of  

        Gray Whales,” at New Histories of Pacific Whaling Workshop, University of Hawaii 

June 2018  Gave an invited talk, “How the ‘Killer’ Became the ‘Orca,’” Maritime Museum of BC 

June 2018  



       conference, Seattle, Washington    

January 2016  Gave an invited talk, “An Iconic Sea Mammal: Orcas, People, and the New Northwest,” Probus  

       Club, Saanich Peninsula Presbyterian Church 

December 2015  Gave a presentation: “The Ocean’s Ambassadors: How Orcas Saved the Great Whales,” History  

        Fair for High School Students, University of Victoria 

November 2015  Gave invited lecture, “Orcas and History: The Salish Sea Killer Whales in Global Perspective,”  

       Global Friday Series, University of Northern British Columbia, Prince George, BC 

October 2015  Gave a paper, “Teaching the World to Love Whales: The Pacific Northwest and the New  

       Environmental Politics,” Western Historical Association conference, Portland, Oregon 

June 2015   Chaired a plenary, “New Frontiers: Environmental History and Foreign Relations,” Society for  

       Historians of American Foreign Relations conference, Arlington, Virginia 

June 2015  Gave a paper, “Whales of War, Whales of Peace: The U.S. Navy Marine Mammal Program and  

        Cold War Environmentalism,” Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations  

        conference, Arlington, Virginia 

April 2015   Gave a presentation: “Whales of the Cold War: A Brief Journey into Unexpected History”  

        History Fair for High School Students, University of Victoria 

February 2015  Gave a talk: “A New Era in U.S.-Cuban Relations?” Centre for Global Studies, University of  

        Victoria 

February 2015  Gave a public talk: “October 1962: A Near Miss with Nuclear War—The Cuban Missile  

         Crisis,” Café Historique Series, Hermann’s Jazz Club, Victoria 

January 2015  Invited chair on panel, “Music and Politics: Colonial America, the Vietnam War, and  

        Vancouver's Downtown East Side,” Qualicum History Conference, Parksville, BC 

June 2014  Invited commentator on panel, “Nixon, Nintendo, and Nicaragua: The Consequences of the  

        Cold War in the Pacific, 1970-1990,” Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations  

        conference, Lexington,  Kentucky  
June 2014  Invited chair on panel, “The Inter-American Politics of Human Rights: The United States and  

        Latin America, 1972-1989,” Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations  

        conference, Lexington,  Kentucky 

April 2014  Invited commentator for panel on Kelsey Heinen, “Standing Guard: The Politics of American  

        Empire and the Formation of Nicaragua’s Guardia Nacional,” Dartmouth College. 

April 2014  Gave a public talk: “September 11, 2001: The Origins and Global Consequences of 9/11,” Café  

        Historique Series, Hermann’s Jazz Club, Victoria 

March 2014   Gave a talk: “The West and U.S. Expansion: The Continental Consequences of the  

        War of 1812,” Maritime Museum of British Columbia, Victoria 

February 2014   Gave a talk, “From Hot to Cold War: The United States in the World, 1940-1948,” Pro-D  

        Workshop for Secondary Teachers, University of Victoria 

June 2013  Gave a paper: “The Whale and the Region: Killer Whale Capture and the Remaking of the  

        Pacific Northwest,” Canadian Historical Association conference, Victoria 

May 2013  Gave a talk, “The Black Freedom Movement, 1945-1968,” Glenlyon Norfolk School,  

         Victoria, BC 

December 2012  Gave a talk: “Race and American Politics in the Age of Obama,” History Fair for High  

        School Students, University of Victoria 

November 2012  Gave an invited lecture: “Inside the U.S. Empire: Race, Work, and U.S. Expansion in Latin  

        America,” University of British Columbia-Okanagan 

August 2012  Gave a paper: “Labor and the Contours of Empire,” Pacific Coast Branch-American Historical  

        Association conference, University of San Diego 

August 2012  Invited chair and commentator on panel: “Postwar U.S. History in a Global Context,” Pacific 

     Coast Branch-American Historical Association conference, San Diego 

August 2012  Gave presentation for roundtable: “The Vietnam Legacy and the Limits of U.S. Power,” Pacific  

        Coast Branch-American Historical Association conference, San Diego 

June 2012   Gave presentation for roundtable: “U.S. Foreign Relations in the Aftermath of the Reagan  

        Revolution,” Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations conference,  

     Hartford, Connecticut 

May 2012   Invited chair and commentator on panel: “Visualizing Masculinity: Gendered Images in the  

        Caribbean Basin,” Congress of Latin American Studies Association, San Francisco 

March 2012   Gave an invit





 

 

MEDIA  

May 2022  Interview with Jodi Martinson, BC Today, CBC Vancouver on Texas school shooting and  

     gun violence in US (May 2022) 

May 2022  Interview with Sarah DeWeerdt on the ethics and meaning of protecting the Southern  

     Resident Killer Whales, Salish Sea Currents magazine 

May 2022  Interview with Hanna Hett, “More Protection for Southern Resident Orcas; New Calf Born  

     to K-Pod,” Capital Daily  

March 2022  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qz28e4bZy3Y


July 2019  Interview with Shelley Joyce, Daybreak Kamloops, CBC Kamloops, on status and political  

     uses of Southern Resident Killer Whales 

July 2019  Interview with Stephen Quin, Early Edition, CBC Vancouver, on iconic status and political  

     uses of Southern Resident Killer Whales 

July 2019  Interview with Carolina de Ryk, Daybreak North, CBC Prince George, on iconic status and  

        political uses of Southern Resident Killer Whales 

July 2019  Interview with Chris Walker, Daybreak South, CBC Kelowna on iconic status and political  

     uses of Southern Resident Killer Whales  

July 2019  Interview with CBC Calgary on Trans Mountain Pipeline and Southern Resident Orcas 

May 2019  Interview by Kathleen Bauer, “Alumni Advocate for the Human Side of Environmental  

     Efforts,” Whitman College Magazine (spring 2019 issue) 

April 2019  Interview on Skaana podcast on the history and future of the Southern Resident Orcas 

April 2019  Interview by Kerry Banks, “Dark Waters,” Canadian Wildlife (April 2019 issue)  

March 2019  Interview by CBC Victoria on UVic Ideafest Event, “Intersecting Cultures of Whales and  

     Humans” 

March 2019  Interview by Richard Watts, “Whale ‘Culture’ Up for Discussion at UVic’s Ideafest,” 

        Victoria Times-Colonist 

March 2019  Interview on The Hour of History podcast on the art of researching and writing history 

January 2019  Interview on CTV (Victoria/Vancouver) on future of Southern Resident Killer Whales 

January 2019  Interview by Adam Stirling, CFAX, on decline of Southern Resident Orcas 

December 2018  Interview on CBC Vancouver reflecting on the Southern Resident Killer Whales and the  

     events of 2018 

December 2018   Interview by Gregor Craigie, CBC Victoria, on the year’s orca news and prospect of  

     survival for the Southern Resident Killer Whales 

December 2018  Interview by Lynda Mapes, “The Orca and the Orca Catcher: How a Generation of Killer  
     Whales was taken from Puget Sound,” Seattle Times (December 15, 2018) 

December 2018  Interview by Mark Brennae, CFAX, on the life and legacy of George H. W. Bush 

November 2018  Interview by Brett Robinson and Geoff Manton, Blame It On The Rain, Vancouver podcast 

November 2018  Interview by Arnold Lim, “Author Brings Whale of a Tale to Oak Bay,” Oak Bay News  

     (November 24, 2018) 

November 2018  Interview by Wolf Depner, “U.S. Election Outcome Positive for Environment, Trade and  

     Travel: UVic Professor,” Black Press (Oak Bay News, Saanich News) on US election  

November 2018  Interview by Evan Thompson, “From Pest to Pet to Icon: Our Evolving Relationship with  

     Orcas,” Everett Herald (November 4, 2018) 

November 2018  Interview by Cris Wilson, Book Talks, KPTZ Public Radio, Port Townsend 

October 2018  Interview by Duncan Strauss, Talking Animals, on NPR affiliate, Tampa, FL 

October 2018  





July 2017  Interview by Pamela McCall, CFAX, on living in US and Canada 

June 2017  



         Regional Identity,” Victoria Times-Colonist 

April 2015  Interview by Bruce Williams (CTV News) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ev5TrCzfCRY
http://www.facebook.com/video/?oid=38728529337%23!/video/video.php?v=117793280132&oid=38728529337#!/video/video.php?v=117793280132&oid=38728529337
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RQhaB856NU
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