
FRAN 335 – SPRING 2024
French Cinema from the New Wave to Now

Wednesday, 4:30 to 7:20pm
DSB C108 (for weeks 1 and 2, TEMPORARY CLASSROOM FIA 103)

Course Instructor: Dr Emile Fromet de Rosnay (derosnay@uvic.ca)
Office hour for this course:Wednesdays, 3:20 to 4:20 (or by appointment) at CLE
C252
Course schedule

Instagram:@fran335_cinema

Overview

This course will cover the cinema of France, from the French New Wave of the late
1950s-early 1960s to contemporary cinema. Three themes will guide this course:

1. Questions of production: what are some of the technical and economic
challenges and creative responses in the films we will be watching?

2. Cinema as an artform: how is a film made and how does this change how we
perceive it? What are the different cinematic and narrative techniques? How are
ideas, characters and themes developed?

3. History, society, culture: (how) is a film making history, society and culture? What
socio-cultural questions does the film take on? How do aesthetics affect these
questions?

These questions can apply to any national cinema, but are particularly interesting
during this period in France, since the rapid demographic change and economic
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4. A short break
5. Group discussions based on the ideas, themes and concepts related to the

day’s film.

Class presence is mandatory. Only valid reasons will be accepted for absences.
Attendance will be taken.

Course Evaluation



Workshops (20%)

There will be 4 workshops of 5% each to be submitted on Brightspace: in each of
these, students will write a brief piece or present a video or photography project.
These will be based around course concepts and questions emerging from group
discussions. They are between 100-250 words each, depending on the specific
assignment (some will involve your own creative work, and less written work).
Detailed directions as well as evaluation criteria will be provided on Brightspace and
in the course schedule for each workshop. DEADLINES are also on the course
schedule.

Success in these workshops involves:

● Using precise terminology
● Clear presentation of ideas
● Logical, well-conceived analyses that connect to an overall statement
● For creative work (shot, sequence, short film): must be your own, new work

(not old work) and clearly demonstrate how it is inspired by

creati
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