
ENSH503 - Special Studies in Lit and/or Media, Summer 2024
Approaches to Reading Indigenous Literature

Meetings: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 18:00 – 20:50 PDT

Facilitator: Dr. Carla Osborne

Office Hours: Online

Email: cosborne@uvic.ca

Description:

In 1973, Maria Campbell’s book Halfbreed overturned mainstream assumptions about Indigenous life 
in Canada, and catalyzed an extraordinary resurgence of Indigenous writing across North America. 
Among the works the general public have found most accessible are memoirs and especially novels, 
such as those by Leslie Marmon Silko, Louise Erdrich, Eden Robinson, and Daniel Heath Justice. 
However, mainstream audiences have struggled to engage with Indigenous creative non-fiction writing 
and historical works. More people are asking how to read Indigenous writing effectively and 
respectfully when it is not so easily categorized as fiction or non-fiction, and wondering if or what they 
are missing when reading familiar novels and memoirs. This course will help students answer their own
versions of these questions by learning approaches to reading Indigenous literature based in Indigenous
epistemologies, Indigenous critical theory, decolonial theory, and best of all, the practical models from 
the essays and works of Indigenous authors themselves.

Learning Objectives:

English courses at the graduate level assist students in building their analytical, research, and writing 
skills as they prepare to plan and complete their capstone essay, project, or thesis. This course will assist 



Readings and Class Discussion:

Since this is an online compressed course, we will be combining virtual synchronous sessions with 
some asynchronous discussion each week. The sessions will be devoted to discussion of the assigned 
readings and the theory and method questions they raise. Each student must prepare at least two 
questions inspired by the readings, separate from clarification questions or requests for additional 
information. Discussion questions should reflect analysis of the reading, such as considering common 
themes or attempts to apply the reading techniques introduced in the first week of class. It will not 
always be possible to engage with all the discussion questions, but these are required as part of the 
class participation mark.

The asynchronous discussion will be on Brightspace. In the first week it will be devoted to follow 
up on the synchronous portion and any questions related to the course itself (i.e. clarifications of the 
syllabus or reading schedule).



Grade Breakdown:

Class Participation 30%
Short Papers 25%
Class Presentation Roundtable 45%

Grading Scale:


