


 
What’s your favourite part of your work? 
Aside from the fact that I get to spend my days surrounded by books and archives, I love the 
people-centric aspect of my work. So whether I am answering a question on the reference desk, 
working with a volunteer committee, or working to make stories from the archives more 
accessible, I feel motivated by work that ultimately connects people with the information 
resources they are looking for. 

Libraries and archives are also truly spaces of life-long learning, and I love going to work 
knowing that my job requires that I constantly challenge myself to learn something new. 
 
How did UVic English help prepare you for this work? 
In so many ways, actually! In addition to the fact that I worked my first archives co-op job while 
I was a UVic English student, I consistently turn to skills that I developed at UVic. For example, 
when you are working to support others’ research, it is useful to have a background in research 
yourself. UVic English also helped me to hone my writing skills, and my work has consistently 
required that I write a variety of content (from blog posts to exhibition descriptions to finding 
aids) for different audiences. 

Other experiences that helped to prepare me include my time working as a teaching assistant for 
UVic English (instructional skills are highly relevant to many jobs in the field), and being a 
student in Dr. Jentery Sayers’ digital humanities seminar (having skills with GitHub, for 
example, has been really helpful!).  

 


