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Annalee Lepp 
begins new term as 
Dean of Humanities

Dr. Annalee Lepp, a highly accomplished researcher, teacher and 
administrator who is known for her commitment to social justice 
and consensus-based community building, was appointed Dean 
of the Faculty of Humanities for a term beginning July 1, 2021 and 
ending June 30, 2026. She is the first woman to serve as Dean in 
the Faculty’s history.

As Acting Dean of Humanities since April 1, 2020, Dr. Lepp is 
widely credited with leading the Faculty through the pandemic 
with a steady hand, successfully balancing the evolving needs of 
students, staff and faculty while overseeing the mobilization of 
critical resources and support packages throughout this unprec-
edented period. 

It is particularly noteworthy that Dr. Lepp’s term as Acting 
Dean began less than two weeks after the World Health Organi-
zation declared the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic, Provincial 
Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry declared a public health emer-
gency in BC and increasingly strict social distancing measures 
were implemented across the province to contain the spread 
of the virus. Despite the challenges, the Faculty of Humanities 
managed to achieve incremental enrollment growth, advance its 
strategic priorities and increase its research revenues under her 
leadership. 

Currently an Associate Professor in Gender Studies, Dr. Lepp 
served as the Chair of the Department of Women’s Studies (now 
Gender Studies) for eleven years. More recently she served as 
the Acting Chair of the Department of Linguistics and the Acting 
Associate Dean of Academic Advising for the Faculties of Human-
ities, Science and Social Sciences. 

As a historian by training, Dr. Lepp has focused her academic 
research on examining Canadian gender, family and legal history, 
with a focus on the history of marital breakdown and domestic 
violence in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Her 
more recent research focuses on community-engaged studies of 
sex work, human trafficking, transnational labour migration and 
irregular border movements in the Canadian and global con-
texts. She holds a BA (Honours) from the University of Winnipeg, 
a MA from the University of Manitoba and a PhD from Queen’s 
University. 

In 1996, Dr. Lepp was a founding member of the Global Alli-

ance Against Trafficking in Women (GAATW) Canada, for which 
she has acted as Director since 2000. Her work in this area has 
also included national advocacy and leadership positions in a 
number of collaborative research projects that approach human 
trafficking and irregular cross-border movements from a work





https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/
https://lemdo.uvic.ca/


https://www.uvic.ca/humanities/philosophy/people/facultymembers/profiles/macleod.php
https://www.apaonline.org/page/scheffler
https://www.apaonline.org/page/scheffler
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1469-5812.2008.00493.x?journalCode=rept20
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/canadian-journal-of-philosophy-supplementary-volume/article/abs/justice-educational-equality-and-sufficiency1/05EE07EA0A7B8B0B638886B96D961781
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Of mentors 
and mentees 
By Philip Cox

Few people are lucky enough to have a mentor like English pro-
fessor and winner of the 2021 Canadian Association for Graduate 
Studies (CAGS) Award for Outstanding Graduate Mentorship, 
Stephen Ross—at least, that’s the impression one gains from 
speaking with his mentees.

“I don’t know where I’d be without Stephen Ross,” says Mat-
thew Huculak, the Head of Advanced Research Services and 
Digital Scholarship Librarian at the University of Victoria Libraries, 
without a hint of hyperbole. “When I was at a crossroads during a 
particularly tough year, Stephen supported my work and helped 
forge a position as the Libraries’ first postdoctoral fellow with the 
University Librarian. Because of his support and mentorship, I 
now have the best job I could ever have imagined.”

Testimonials like this are surprisingly common among those 
provided by students mentored by Ross, given the emotional 
timbre of their acknowledgments. Many note instances when 
he helped them navigate the complexities of graduate studies 
or supported them through personal difficulties. Most say he did 
both.

“A memory of Stephen Ross that I cherish is from when, in 
the second year of my PhD, I realized that I wanted to alter my 
research focus. He encouraged me to follow my heart, even 
though it meant replacing him as my supervisor,” explains Lucie 
Kotesovska, an English PhD candidate and Vanier Scholar whom 
Ross also supported during her move from the Czech Republic to 
Victoria in 2020. “He told me that I was admitted to the program 
not for the project I had envisioned, but for the person I am. That 
was the most powerful moment of validation in my academic 
career so far.”

Ross himself is an internationally recognized and esteemed 
leader in Modernist studies. Within the last five years alone, he 
has published three books and written three more, and served 
as President of the Modernist Studies Association—the largest 
international organization in his field, with nearly 3,000 mem-
bers at the time of his tenure—all while teaching, publishing 

scholarly articles, presenting regularly at conferences around 
the globe and supervising the largest number of post-doctoral 
fellows, PhDs and MAs in his department. Nevertheless, his stu-
dents emphasize his availability and generosity of spirit in their 
interactions with him.

“Stephen Ross is available, accommodating, understanding and 
caring—qualities one dreams of having in a mentor,” says Saba 
Pakdel, a first-year English PhD student supervised by Ross. “He 
is also generous with his knowledge and does not make students 
feel inadequate if they cannot understand complicated con-
cepts.”

In 2020, Ross received UVic’s REACH Award for Excellence in 
Graduate Student Supervision and Mentorship—the university’s 
top honour for academic supervisors. He is now the first profes-
sor at the University to receive the CAGS Award for Outstanding 
Graduate Mentorship.

For Amy Tang, a recent UVic graduate and current assistant 
professor at the University of the Fraser Valley, the compassion 
that Ross showed her had a profound impact on her life in and 
out of the classroom.

“When I first came out to my family, I had an extremely tough 
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From Saanich 
to Spain and 
back again 
By Philip Cox

One semester studying abroad in Spain gave UVic graduate Elijah 
Ackerly a new perspective on life back home in Saanich that 
would change his path forever.

“I fell in love with the language and culture in Spain, but also 
with the way that learning a new language can influence your 
perspective on the world,” Ackerly says. “I saw that life can be 
different from where I grew up.”

Ackerly, who graduated with a major in Hispanic Studies and 
a minor in History, was raised with his sister by his mother in a 
single-parent, low-income home. Despite experiencing what he 
describes as “a noticeable class discrepancy” between himself 
and his elementary, middle and high school classmates, he never 
doubted that he would one day attend university.

“I didn’t always know what I wanted to study, but I always knew 
I wanted to go to university. It just meant that I had to take out 
student loans and work hard for scholarships,” Ackerly reflects.

Among the many merit-based scholarships that he received is 
the Elias Mandel Prize for Study Abroad in Hispanic and Italian 
Studies, which assists undergraduate students with tuition fees 
and travel costs associated with the university’s study abroad 
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Humanities Research Grants 2021

33 NEW GRANT RECIPIENTS

John Archibald 
Sikata Banarjee
Nicholas Bradley
Sonya Bird
Penny Bryden
Helene Cazes
Zhongping Chen
Jason Colby
Jeff Corntassel
Peter Dietsch
Erin Ellerbeck
Richard Fox
Lisa Kahaleole Hall
Li-Shih Huang
Sara Humphreys
Chase Joynt
Thomas Land
Pierre-Luc Landry
Mary Elizabeth Leighton
Patrick Lozar
John Lutz
Lynne Marks
Laura Parisi
John Price
Mike Raven
Dan Russek
Ray Siemens
Alejandro Sinner
Jordan Stanger-Ross
waaseyaa’sin Christine Sy
Su Urbanczyk
James Young
David Zimmerman

40 NEW GRANTS AWARDED

4 Insight

1 Partnership Engage

2 Connection

6 LTSI Grants

2 Strategic Framework Impact Fund

1 Humanities Faculty Fellowship

10 Internal Research Grants

5 Miscellaneous external grants

9 SSHRC grant transfers/ 
sub-awards to co-applicants

72.7%
Application success rate for new 
SSHRC grants (compared to 49.1% 
national average for 2020)

69.0%
Application success rate for all external 
grants announced in 2021

$1.4 M
Value of new grants awarded 
(excluding matching funds, etc.)

$1.0 M
Value of SSHRC funds awarded for new 
grants

20
Total number of new external grants 
awarded

16
Number of new SSHRC grants awarded 
(incl. 10 sub-grants)

Humanities research 
goes global with 
$5M in funding

Two Humanities-based projects that put past injustices at the 
forefront of public conversations about equitable futures—one 
leading the co-creation of graphic novels by accomplished 
artists and survivors of mass atrocities and genocides, the other 
illuminating the mistreatment of people of Japanese descent in 
allied countries during and after the Second World War—received 
$5 million in federal government support to create new global 
connections and partnerships. 

These two grants are part of the $6.6 million announced June 
2022 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRC) that is going to UVic researchers and students. 
The Faculty of Humanities is the only faculty this year at UVic to 
receive SSHRC partnership grants in the 2021-22 award compe-
tition.

The project on Visual Storytelling and Graphic Art in Genocide 
and Human Rights Education, co-directed by Holocaust histo-
rian Charlotte Schallié, chair of UVic’s Department of Germanic 
and Slavic Studies, and UBC educator Andrea Webb, builds on 
an innovative approach to recording and commemorating the 
experiences of genocide and mass atrocity survivors through the 
co-creation of graphic novels based on survivors’ experiences. 
With partners in 16 countries, the initiative connects 11 survivors 
of the Holocaust and mass atrocities committed in Rwanda, Bos-
nia, Kosovo, Iraq, Syria and Canada with a team of 52 scholars, 13 
artists and practitioners from 36 museums, schools and human 
rights groups.

Over the next seven years, this international team will produce 
documentary films, museum exhibitions, gallery installations, 
youth-appropriate educational materials and graphic novels that 
will reach audiences around the world and help teach a new gen-
eration about mass atrocities, large-scale traumas and human 
rights. This approach to testimony collection and dissemination 
builds on the foundation of Schallié’s earlier project of a similar 
name—the 

-

-
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Announcing the 
Victoria Nikkei 
Cultural Society 
Award 

It is with privilege and gratitude that we announce the creation 
of the Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society Award for undergraduate 
students.

Open to all undergraduate students at the University of Victoria, 
this endowed award will support innovative and creative research 
in Japanese Canadian history, art, culture and language.

“We are proud to have established this endowed award at 
the University of Victoria’s Faculty of Humanities,” says Tsugio 
Kurushima, President of the Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society 
(VNCS). “By advancing student research in these subjects, the 
award provides an important way to honour our Japanese roots 
and the contributions of Japanese-Canadians to Canadian soci-
ety.”

Since 1993, the VNCS has supported and fostered community 
among those of Japanese heritage or interested in Japanese cul-
ture. In addition to identifying and serving the needs of the Nikkei 
(or, Japanese emigrants and descendants residing in a country 
outside of Japan), the VNCS actively promotes awareness of 
Japanese culture through social outreach, public advocacy and 
community programming and events. 

The first Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society Award will be dis-
pensed in 2022 and awarded annually, in perpetuity. 

“The University places great emphasis on engaging undergrad-
uate students in research,” says Lisa Surridge, Humanities Asso-
ciate Dean Academic. “We are thrilled that this award will open 
new research opportunities for students interested in studying 
Japanese culture, language, arts and history.”

More new Humanities-based financial awards created in 
2021-22

• Charlotte S.M. Girard Memorial Bursary
• Christine Welsh Scholarship for Indigenous Gender Studies 

Students (endowed)
• Frank Sylvester Scholarship
• Hugh Campbell and Marion Alice Small Graduate Teaching 

Fellowship in Scottish Studies
• Judy Payne Memorial Award for Latin American Studies
• Kari Moore Award for Slavic Studies majors
• Langford-Seaborne Award for Indigenous Students in the 

Humanities
• Lawrence & Maria Luisa Macrae Scholarship in Italian Studies
• Lawrence & Maria Luisa Macrae Scholarship in Spanish Studies
• Mary Naidu Entrance Scholarship for Indigenous Students
• Murray and Lynda Farmer Award for Critical Thinking
• Robert Herchak Graduate Scholarship in Ukrainian Studies
• Ukraine Emergency Doctoral Student Fellowship in the 

Humanities

To help support our students visit  
https://www.uvic.ca/humanities/giving-alumni/

A Nengajo, (or, New Year’s greeting card) painted by VNCS member Michael Abe for 2021. 
Credit: Michael Abe.

New emergency fellowship for Ukrainian 
PhD students

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues with 
no end in sight, Ukrainian students are increasingly 
impacted by the war and all the uncertainty it brings.

In response, the Faculty of Humanities has creat-
ed an emergency fellowship for doctoral students 
currently studying at a Ukrainian university, offering 
financial support, peer and faculty mentors and an 
office space at UVic to safely complete their degree.

“Students in Ukraine are highly vulnerable at the 
moment due to the ongoing invasion and attempt-
ed genocide by Russia,” says Serhy Yekelchyk, a 
UVic professor of Slavic Studies and internationally 
recognized specialist on the Ukraine/Russia conflict. 

“Canada is both a trusted ally of Ukraine and a site of 
outstanding expertise in Ukrainian studies. It is quite 
possibly the best place for Ukrainian students, who 
will feel welcome at UVic and be able to continue with 
-
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Unearthing passions:  
The impact of field schools and experiential learning
By Nicole Pointon

In the spring of 2022, two years and one pandemic after a 
previous semester studying abroad, Sally Martin-Damman was 
eager to get back to Greece. A six-week immersive field school at 
Eleon—an ancient site in the village of Arma—beckoned her.

When she started out at UVic, Martin-Damman had planned on 
pursuing a teaching degree with a minor in French. Then, in 2019, 
Greek and Roman Studies Professor Brendan Burke visited one 
of her classes, encouraging students to take part in a Semester in 
Greece program. Martin-Damman decided to go for it.

“It was sort of on a whim,” says Martin-Damman. “But the se-
mester studying in Greece totally changed my life.”

Returning to Greece this year to take part in the Eastern Boeo-
tia Archeological Project not only required patience—with the 
pandemic putting field schools on hold—and planning, but also a 
lot of saving to cover the costs of the experience. She saved mon-
ey from summer jobs and working part time during the school 
year, but when this was not enough, she also applied for financial 
awards like the Elias Mandel Prize for Study Abroad, an endowed 
fund available to Faculty of Humanities students for travel-based 
or experiential study. 

“I would not have been able to afford this opportunity without 
receiving funding from UVic,” says Martin-Damman, with no hint 
of exaggeration. 

Professor Trevor Van Damme, who recently took over the lead-
ership of the Eastern Boeotia field school from Burke, emphasiz-
es that donor support for student travel awards, as well as philan-
thropic infusions towards field schools directly, can significantly 
lower barriers to participation.

“The main barrier is the cost associated with the program in 
terms of student tuition, travel expenses and lost summer job 
revenue as well as the program fees, which are dependent on 
the cost of housing, food and transportation during the six-week 
period in Greece,” says Van Damme. He also notes that this year 
has been particularly costly due to increased energy costs and 
inflation.

Experiential learning opportunities offered by the Department 
of Greek and Roman Studies include the Semester in Greece, the 
Eastern Boeotia Archaeological Project and an archaeological 
program at Ilduro in Catalonia, Spain, led by Professor Alejandro 
Sinner. These are a few among many Faculty of Humanities field 
schools that are challenged by inflation and rising costs of travel.

“Even with carried-over travel funds accumulated when field 
schools were not operating during the pandemic, we are still del
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