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MSWA STUDENT PROGRAM GUIDE 

The MSWA Student Program Guide is an essential tool for students admitted to our MSW Advanced 
program. This guide contains program requirements, important contact information, university policies, 
and guidelines for program planning. Admitted students are responsible for keeping abreast of changes 
in program requirements and processes. Updated copies of this handbook can be found on our website.  
 

If you are interested in the MSW Foundation or MSW Indigenous Specialization, please see the 
appropriate program guide and website for the most up to date information. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We recognize the impact of ongoing colonialism in lands currently known as Canada and the ongoing 
commitment to advancing practices of racial equity and decolonization within our School, the university, 
and with our community partners more broadly. We utilize an intersectional, decolonial equity, and anti-
racist approach to advancing teaching, learning, scholarship, research, service, and community activism. 
In this, our mission is that our School leadership will reflect decolonial-equity values in all that we do as 
scholars and learners. 
 

Our vision is that “who and how” we are as a School will contribute to socially-
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GARO & FGS CONTACT INFORMATION 

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS & RECORDS (GARO)  
GARO provides administrative support to the student and the School of Social Work. This support begins 
at the time of application and continues through your program in the form of transcripts, grades and grade 
changes, registration, and convocation. Contact GARO directly for information about your official or 
unofficial UVic 
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  WELCOME FROM THE DIRECTOR 

We acknowledge with respect the Lekwungen peoples on whose traditional territory the University of 
Victoria stands, and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with 

the land continue to this day. 
  
Welcome to the School of Social Work on behalf of the faculty and staff.  Please review the “welcome to 
WS’ANEC’ territory” by Sencoten teacher John Elliot on our website.  
 
Throughout your studies in our school, we will continue to recognize diverse knowledges about territories 
and identities.  As is in many different protocols, and in Anti Oppressive or Social Justice work – our 
practice is to continue to welcome Indigenous students, racialized students, students with diverse abilities 
and students from diverse sexual orientations. We extend a welcome to students whose country of origin 
is not Canada.  We want to welcome and recognize our non Indigenous students who reside in this 
territory, or are from somewhere in Turtle Island. As faculty and staff, we seek to recognize the diversity 
of history, knowledge and experience that you bring to the School. 
  
You are joining a school with a strong sense of mission: a commitment to social justice and anti-racist, 
anti-colonialist and anti-oppressive social work practice. The School's curriculum is under continual 
redevelopment as we strive to meet the challenges we have set for ourselves in the Mission Statement 
and to recognize the diversity of our student body. Responding to the complexity of our students’ lives 
and need for many outside of Victoria to live and work in home communities, we are committed to a 
flexible, accessible delivery of our courses. We encourage you to pursue your particular social work 
practice and policy interests through incorporating those interests in your course assignments and in your 
choice of practicum or thesis to complete your graduate work with us.  
  
This program guide may answer some of your questions, anticipate some difficulties and direct you to 
who has more information. It is primarily an administrative guide to help you through the maze of rules 
and procedures. The School encourages all students to be independent learners, to care about your own 
well-being as practitioners, and to view your degree as only one step in your ongoing professional 
development. Remember, as you begin this step of your journey: stay as healthy as you can, be generous 
with yourself and others and keep your humour. Learning happens best when there is balance. 
 
I am pleased to be able to welcome you and wish you well in your studies with us.  
  
  
Dr. Donna Jeffery (she/her/hers) 
Acting Director/Professor 
School of Social Work 
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PROGRAM FLOW 

Students are responsible for their own registration. Registration time tickets are distributed by the 
Registrar’s Office to student’s preferred email addresses. You should register at your allotted time to 
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COMPLETION OPTIONS 
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

WINTER SESSION:   SUMMER SESSION:  
September to December  May to August 
January to April 

 
FULL VS. PART-TIME* STATUS 
Any student who is registered for a single term in Winter Session or Summer Session is defined as full-
time if: 

• Enrolled in courses totaling a minimum of 3 units, or  
• Enrolled in thesis (SOCW 599) 

 

* A part-time student is defined as any student who does not fall into either of the above categories. 
 
CONTINUOUS REGISTRATION 
All students admitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies must register in every term from the time of 
admission until the requirements of the degree have been met. If there are no courses available for 
registration or a student would like to take temporary leave from their program, they must register for 
one of the three terms of Personal Leave permitted by FGS regulations.  

• Students who need to take time away from their studies for medical or parental reasons should 
contact the MSW Advisor and MSW Program Assistant to arrange for a leave of absence 

 

Students who do not maintain continuous registration are considered to have abandoned their program. 
That program will be terminated and they will be withdrawn from the university. The notation “Withdrawn 

https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/grad/index.php#/policy/ByGu4jQWU?bc=true&bcCurrent=19%20-%20Leaves%20of%20absence%20with%20permission%20and%20withdrawal%20from%20graduate%20programs&bcGroup=Registration&bcItemType=policies
https://www.uvic.ca/students/academics/register-for-courses/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/hsd/socialwork/assets/docs/msw/elective-credit-info.pdf
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR PROGRAM 

As a graduate student in the Faculty of Graduate Studies and the School of Social Work, there are a 
number of things that you must take responsibility for as you move through your MSW program. 
 

• Register each term. Continuous registration is required until you complete your Master’s 
program, unless you are on an approved Leave of Absence. Registration dates and times for each 
term will be posted on Online Tools. 

mailto:swgrad@uvic.ca
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/grad/index.html
https://www.uvic.ca/hsd/socialwork/current/msw/resources/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/vpfo/accounting/
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/
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FIELD EDUCATION INFORMATION 

All MSWF and course-based completion MSWA students must successfully complete a 450-hour 
placement in an approved practice setting. Field Education is offered as resources permit, and therefore 
may not be offered in every term each calendar year. Students are asked to apply for Field Education 
courses well in advance of the term they intend to complete their placement. Please see the Field 
Education Brightspace for more information. 
 
SOCW 506, 506A, 540 APPLICATION DEADLINES: 
September term (Part Time and Full Time) - January 15 
January term (Full Time) - May 1 
May term (Full Time) - September 15 
 

• All incoming students will have an opportunity to learn about field during an advising session 
scheduled during the on-campus institute.  

o If you are planning to complete via the course-

https://bright.uvic.ca/d2l/home/76473
https://bright.uvic.ca/d2l/home/76473
mailto:swfield@uvic.ca
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT 

CENTRE FOR ACADEMIC COMMUNICATION (CAC) 
CAC offers free one-on-one tutorials (in person or virtually) and has many resources available for 
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