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GUIDELINES FOR MN THESES 
 

Within the Nurse Educator (NUED) and Advanced Practice Leadership (APL) options of the 
Graduate Program in Nursing, students have the option of completing a Capstone assignment 
or a thesis. Students in the Master of Nursing (MN) and Master of Science in Health Informatics 
(NUHI) (the double degree) may complete a thesis or a research project (see guidelines).  For 
MN students wishing to complete a thesis, there are required minimum standards. These 
include: 

 
For APL and NUED students:  

• A demonstrated ability to integrate theory and advanced practice nursing 
• Usually a minimum average of A (85%) in all completed courses through the end of 

the third semester of fulltime study 
• Student-advisory and potential supervisor consultation 
• Confirmation and recommendation of a thesis supervisor 
• Completion of, or enrolment in, a minimum of one additional approved research course 

for a total of 22.5 units. 
 
Processes and Considerations: Informing One’s Choice 
 
An MN thesis is considered to be a systematic inquiry into an area of interest related to nursing 
practice, leadership, or education. The goal of the thesis process is to gain experience in and 
knowledge of the research process through engagement with original research (empirical or 
philosophical), secondary data analysis, evaluation, study replication, to name a few examples. 
Knowledge of thesis processes and associated time frames are useful parameters that can 
inform ones’ choice of thesis completion. 

 
Theses should be designed such that they can be completed reasonably within a one-year time 
frame and are the equivalent of 6.0 units. Successful thesis completion within this time frame 
requires recognition of several factors. These include: 

 
Selection of Supervisor and Thesis Committee 
 
Upon enrolling in the School of Nursing graduate program, each NUED and APL student is 
assigned a faculty advisor. It is expected that students will discuss their initial research plans 
with their faculty advisors as part of the process of coming to select an appropriate thesis 
supervisor. If appropriate, the student’s faculty advisor may become the supervisor, or the 
advisor may step aside if a different supervisor is selected. Each student is required to have a 
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communities are covered in Chapter 9 of the Tri-Council Policy Statement. More 
information can be obtained from: 

 
http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/resources-

http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/resources-ressources/reports-rapports/arei-iera/
https://www.uvic.ca/library/featured/collections/uvic/uvicspace/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/library/featured/collections/uvic/uvicspace/index.php
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