y Examination " The purpose of

m&rrdismwgamnmlmmponents of the Candidacy Exam are successfully completed. T
completed all coursework. No coursework is to be undertaken during the year devoted to the
Candidacy Examination. Details about the Candidacy Exam components are:

The Major Field Examination: take-home exam, five consecutive days;2dge (7,500
words) critical literature review on a key theme or issue in the field, to be determined in
consultation with the supervisor. Normally done between November and January 2f Year

The Secondary Field Examinationtake-home exam, five consecutive days, which would
normally be Monday to Friday; detailed course syllabus on a key theme in the field and 15-
page (4,500 words) explanation (which may include a sample lecture), to be determined in
consultation with theupervisor. Normally done between January and March of Xear

The Special Topics/ Dissertation Proposal Examination: 2 weeks before the oral exam,
submit to committee a 3Page (3,000 words) dissertation proposal (plus footnotes,
bibliography, and image®jased on the departmental format for proposals; for the oral exam
prepare a 2@ninute presentation of the proposal, which will be followed with two rounds of
guestions. At the end of the question period, the student will leave the room and the

the examination answers.

Reading Lists: The student compiles the reading lists forMlagor Field Examination (230
books/articles) and Secondary Field Examinationd@®o00ks/articles) in consultation with the
supervisor and the examination committee.



Process:For the Major and Secondary Field Examinations, questions will be seninad at
Monday, 9:00 am. Answers are due via email to the supervisor and Graduate Secretary on Friday
5:00 pm.

Evaluation

Major and Secondary Field Examinations: A majority of committee members (2/3 or 3/4)
mustagree that the written exams are satisfactory to be awarded a PASS/ EXCELLENT
based on the following criteria:

a) thorough command of the scholarly literature, the major issues under debate, and future
directions inresearch;

b) critical insight into the centrguestion otheme

c) capacity to analyze theoretical frameworks and methodological appradfdawely

d) ability to arrive at a convincing synthetic analysis ofifiseles

e) ability to formulate a sophisticated argument supporteevilence

f) excellent writterskills

Special Topic/ Dissertation Proposal Examination: The oral examination will be considered
passed if the majority of the committee (2 /3, or 3/4) judge the oral defense to be satisfactory
based on the following criteria:

a) scholarlycontribution

b) appropriate theoreticblamework

¢) sound methodology

d) ability to answer the committee’s questions in a competent and insigtafuler

e) command over the proposed dissertation research process in terms of knowledge of key items
in the bibliography, scope of the research, presentation of important questions, available
resources, anticipated travel plans, langy#ges.

f) ability to inspire confidence that they are able to pursue independent research and that they are
capable of framing, planning, and bringiregcbmpletion a largscale researgbroject.

A student who fails the oral defense may be counseled to withdraw from the programme but has
the right to attempt the examination again. Failure a second time will result in withdrawal
from the programme.





https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/grad/index.php#/policy/BJujesM_E?bc=true&bcCurrent=02%20-%20Policy%20on%20Academic%20integrity&bcGroup=Faculty%20Academic%20Regulations&bcItemType=policies
https://www.uvic.ca/accessible-learning/students/how-to-register/index.php
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