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Faculty of Engineering 

COURSE OUTLINE  

Mech	
  594/595/695	
  –	
  Graduate	
  Seminar	
  
Term	
  –	
  SUMMER	
  2016	
  (201605)	
  

Instructor	
  
Dr.	
  Curran	
  Crawford	
  
Phone:	
  250	
  721	
  7960	
  
E-­‐mail:	
  curranc@uvic.ca	
  

	
  
Seminar	
  Schedule	
  
Section:	
  	
   Days:	
  Wed	
   Time:	
  12:30-­‐13:30	
   Location:	
  ECS	
  116	
  

	
  
TA	
  Name	
   E-­‐mail	
   Office	
  
Alyona	
  Ivanova	
   aivanova@uvic.ca	
   ELW	
  B231	
  

	
  
COURSE	
  OBJECTIVES:	
  	
  

The	
  graduate	
  seminar	
  series	
  is	
  meant	
  to	
  strengthen	
  students’	
  presentation	
  skills.	
  This	
  is	
  achieved	
  by	
  both	
  
preparing	
  for	
  and	
  presenting	
  your	
  own	
  work,	
  and	
  by	
  observing	
  and	
  offering	
  feedback	
  to	
  other	
  presenters.	
  
Additional	
  reference	
  materials	
  and	
  presentation	
  skills	
  instruction	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  provide	
  guidance	
  on	
  
effective	
  strategies	
  for	
  oral	
  presentations.	
  Your	
  supervisor	
  should	
  also	
  be	
  consulted	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  your	
  
seminar	
  presentation	
  to	
  receive	
  guidance	
  and	
  feedback.	
  The	
  seminar	
  is	
  not	
  meant	
  as	
  a	
  venue	
  for	
  presenting	
  
extremely	
  detailed,	
  specialist	
  information	
  covering	
  all	
  facets	
  of	
  your	
  graduate	
  work.1	
  Rather,	
  the	
  presentations	
  
focus	
  on	
  delivering	
  key	
  takeaway	
  messages	
  from	
  your	
  research	
  to	
  a	
  general	
  graduate	
  engineering	
  student	
  
audience,	
  insights	
  which	
  are	
  valuable	
  to	
  the	
  engineering	
  community	
  in	
  general	
  and	
  that	
  explain	
  the	
  significance	
  
of	
  your	
  work.	
  The	
  ability	
  to	
  deliver	
  an	
  effective,	
  time-­‐limited	
  presentation	
  is	
  a	
  key	
  skill	
  to	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  both	
  
academia	
  and	
  industry.	
  	
  
	
  
LEARNING	
  OUTCOMES:	
  	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  course,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to:	
  

•   Critically	
  evaluate	
  technical	
  presentations	
  for	
  content,	
  delivery	
  and	
  impact	
  
•   Prepare	
  effective	
  and	
  appropriate	
  audio-­‐visual	
  materials	
  to	
  accompany	
  presentations	
  (e.g.	
  PowerPoint,	
  

Beamer,	
  Prezi,	
  etc.)	
  
•   Deliver	
  a	
  concise	
  presentation	
  focusing	
  on	
  key	
  take-­‐away	
  messages	
  in	
  a	
  time-­‐limited	
  situation,	
  

accessible	
  to	
  a	
  non-­‐specialist	
  technical	
  audience	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1	
  Other	
  venues	
  such	
  as	
  conferences/workshops	
  are	
  more	
  appropriate	
  venues	
  for	
  extended	
  presentations	
  on	
  
detailed	
  research	
  methods	
  and	
  findings,	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  typically	
  up	
  an	
  hour	
  long	
  and	
  with	
  specialist	
  audiences.	
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SEMINAR	
  FORMAT	
  AND	
  PROCEDURES:	
  

•  
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The	
  presentations	
  must	
  be	
  prepared	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  fit	
  within	
  allotted	
  presentation	
  time.	
  The	
  talks	
  should	
  be	
  
formulated	
  to	
  deliver	
  one	
  of	
  two	
  key	
  takeaway	
  messages,	
  either:	
  

1.   A	
  key	
  research	
  idea/result,	
  focusing	
  on	
  the	
  impact	
  and	
  general	
  usefulness	
  to	
  the	
  great	
  engineering	
  
community	
  

2.


