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Welcome to the Fall 2021 academic year
S e p t e m be r  i s  a  spe c i a l  t i m e  at  a 
u n i v e r s i t y — a  t i m e  f i l l e d  w i t h 
optimism, excitement and potential —  
and this is especially true this year!
 

After a challenging year and a half, we are 
coming back together with a renewed focus 
on community. I have enormous gratitude for 
all we have done to get ready for the return to 
campus and I am confident that we are ready 

to face the challenge of COVID together. Please 
join me in welcoming each other and our 
students back to campus and in turning our 
focus to a safe and successful term.

—President Kevin Hall

SPEED READ
COV I D -19 U PDAT E

Return-to-campus health 
and safety measures
We are returning to campus with 
additional health and safety measures in 
place. The BC government has announced 
a mask mandate for all indoor public 
spaces, and has introduced the BC Vaccine 
Card. Along with other BC post-secondary 
institutions, UVic is also  implementing 
a program of rapid testing and vaccine 
status self-declaration. As the details of 
these health and safety measures are 
worked out, visit uvic.ca/return-to-campus 
regularly to keep up-to-date with the most 
current guidance.

U N I V E R S IT Y R AN K I N G S

UVic continues its rise
Rankings released this month by Times 
Higher Education (THE) place UVic among 
the world’s leading universities, as 
measured by teaching, researchcd
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Mellon Professorship for humanities scholar
Brendan Burke (Greek and Roman studies) has been named to a three-year 
term as the new Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Classical Studies at the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens. “In many ways, this is the 
highest job to which a person in my �eld could aspire,” Burke says of the 
appointment, through which he will help train the next generation in classical 
studies. bit.ly/21-burke

BC support advances UVic research and innovation
From building better water resource management systems, to meeting 
the growing demand for solar energy technologies, to increasing our 
understanding of the aging process, UVic researchers’ vital impacts in 
their �elds will be extended through funding announced in August by the 
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With Waypoint 
on Your Side, You 
Can Focus on 
What is Important 
- Kicking Butt !

TENANT  |  CONDO  |  AUTO  |  TRAVEL  

victoria@waypoint.ca
250-477-7234

UVic athletes excel on Olympic and Paralympic stages  
BY KELLEY O’GRADY

A year ago, the postponed 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics and Paralympics seemed 
far from becoming a reality amidst 
a global pandemic. Despite an ex-


