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Alumni gift helps 
student race team 
cross the finish line
The student-driven Formula 
Motorsport Team in engineering 
managed to finish ahead of the 
curve this May, finishing in 57th 
place out of 120 teams at the 
Michigan International Speedway. 
You may have already heard their 
story of adversity, as the team 
suffered from the theft of key pieces 
of equipment just a few weeks 
before the competition. The other 
part of the tale, about a gift from 
the UVic Alumni Association to get 
the team back on the road, can be 
read at bit.ly/FSAE-gift.

Formula Hybrid team 
takes first place in 
competition
In a separate competition that 
pairs speed with fuel-efficiency, 
UVic’s Formula Hybrid student 
team placed first at this year’s 
international SAE Formula Hybrid 
competition in the US. The UVic 
team won first prize in the design 
category and got a special award for 
their pneumatic antiroll technology. 
This was the fifth time UVic has 
entered a team and the second time 
it has won. From the competition 
grounds, Chad McColm, a fourth-
year mechanical engineering 
student, told the Times Colonist that 
the big advantage for UVic vehicle 
was the lighter weight of their 
capacitor-based system compared 
with lithium-ion batteries. 
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Know what to do  
during an active threat.

GET OUT. 
HIDE. 
FIGHT. 
Watch the video to learn more.
uvic.ca/activethreat
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Simon Asher Levin, Honorary 
Doctor of Science (DSc)

June 14, 2019 | 10 a.m. 

Simon Asher Levin is a pioneer and 
world leader in mathematical biology, 
an interdisciplinary area that broadly 
applies mathematical models and 
computational tools to understand 
and answer questions in many areas 
of biology, including ecology, epide-
miology, environmental studies and 
evolution. 

After graduating with higher de-
grees in mathematics, Levin began his 
career at Cornell University, where his 
interests broadened to include biology 
and ecology. He applied his math-
ematical insights to understanding a 
variety of biological systems, including 
modelling disease, population dynam-
ics and community processes. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADS!
Thousands of UVic students and their families and friends will gather on campus this month to 
celebrate the achievement of an academic milestone. During Spring Convocation from June 10 to 14, 
ceremonies will be held to confer 3,777 degrees, diplomas and certi�cates.

CONVOCATION 2019
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The sounds of silence 

Acoustic ecologist Kaitie Sly 
explores the unheard world 
of ambient sound 

BY JOHN THRELFALL 

We’ve all heard the old proverb: “What we don’t 
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CONVOCATION 2019
Governor General’s Gold Medal
Danielle Claar—PhD, Biology

Governor General’s Gold Medal
Justin Karr—PhD, Psychology

Lieutenant Governor’s Silver 
Medal (thesis)
Jennifer Magel—MSc, Biology

Lieutenant Governor’s Silver 
Medal (other than thesis)
Su Yen Chong—MA, Art History & 
Visual Studies

Governor General’s Silver 
Medal
Rai Goyal—BSc, Mathematics & 
Economics

Jubilee Medal for Humanities 
Novella Nicchitta—BA, Greek 
and Roman Studies

Jubilee Medal for Science 
Jamie Kihira—BSc, Computer 
Science & Mathematics

Jubilee Medal for Social 
Sciences 
Jenna Matijevic—BSc, 
Psychology
Maxwell Nicholson—BA, 
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CONVOCATION 
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CONVOCATION 2019

A dream made real 
through learning
BY KATE HILDEBRANDT

As a kid growing up in Hong Kong, 
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Saving forests, lives and skies
Co-op work term leads 
to a new tool for teams 
of parachute-based 
�re�ghters 

BY PATTY PITTS

When UVic geography grad Patrick 
Robinson parachutes into BC’s remote 
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Navigate the 
ever-changing 
market
A longtime resident 
and UVic grad, Dave is 
helping local residents 
and new-comers to 
navigate their way 
through the real estate 
market. 
Whether buying or selling, 
he will assure smooth 
sailing — just ask his 
many clients at UVic.  
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Get out there

Home  l  Auto  l  Marine  l  Life  l Travel  l  Business
waypoint.ca

Victoria | Shelbourne Village Sa uare i. 250-455-52’4
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UVic’s Acting Registrar Wendy 
Taylor received a 2019 Inclusive 
Education Award for her 
contributions to inclusive education. 
As the UVic liaison for STEPS 
Forward, Taylor plays a key role 
in ensuring that students with 
developmental disabilities are 
able to continue their education 
after leaving high school. STEPS 
Forward students are supported 
to enroll at UVic to pursue studies 
and to engage in student life in 
the same classes and places as 
any other student. Graduates 
are recognized with Certificates 
of Completion, awarded at 
Convocation alongside students 
earning degrees or diplomas in the 
same field of studies. “I feel like this 
award represents the great work 
of so many UVic team members 
who participate in ensuring the 
STEPS Forward students have an 
inclusive educational experience, 
and the opportunity to participate 
in both curricular and non-curricular 
activities,” says Taylor. “The work I 
do is one small part of a much larger 
team effort.”
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