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BY VALERIE SHORE

Community observatories along the BC 
coast, earthquake early warning sensors 
in the deep sea, and the first 24/7 subsea 
instrument platform in the Arctic—these 
recent accomplishments are among many 
that have made the University of Victoria’s 
Ocean Networks Canada (ONC) the world-
leading ocean science facility it is today.

Now, a five-year, $46.6 million invest-
ment from the Canadian government—
through the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation (CFI)—will ensure that ONC 
continues to lead the world in ocean ob-
servatory science and technology.

The new funding is awarded to UVic 
through CFI’s Major Science Initiatives 

program, which supports a portion of the 
operating and maintenance costs of selected 
major science facilities across Canada. These 
facilities serve communities of researchers 
nationally and internationally, support 
leading-edge S&T, and promote the transfer 
of knowledge for the benefit of society.

“This is terrific news for ONC and for 
the future of ocean science globally,” says 
UVic President Jamie Cassels. “These funds 
will support ONC’s ongoing transforma-
tion of ocean science and its applications 
to public policy, economic development, 
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B E YO N D B O R D E R S ST U D E NT FU N D

President’s fund supports students’  
life-changing overseas experiences
BY TARA SHARPE

Maps of the world are a familiar 
sight on dorm room walls, with pins 
marking the spots for overseas ad-
venture and life-changing learning 
opportunities. Thanks to the four-year 
President’s Beyond Borders Fund initi-
ated in 2015 by UVic President Jamie 
Cassels, our students have visited 
even more points on the globe and 
journeyed deep into communities 
well beyond the borders of our cam-
pus. The initiative is one of several at 
UVic supporting coursework abroad, 
field schools and internships, student 
exchanges and volunteer services, 
and research and foreign work ex-
periences.

This fund—which echoes key prin-
ciples of the new UVic International 
Plan—helps support students of all 
backgrounds, including those who 
may not otherwise be able to par-

mailto:svpadmin@uvic.ca
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Complete Shostakovich cycle to mark quartet’s anniversary  
When it comes to passing on 
their skills, the Lafayette String 
Quartet believe in playing it 
forward 
BY KRISTY FARKAS, WITH FILES 
FROM JOHN THRELFALL

Learning an instrument is largely 
guided by both oral and aural tradi-
tions. From one generation to the 
next, teachers pass along the skills and 
techniques instilled in them by their 
mentors. Now, the School of Music’s 
internationally acclaimed Lafayette 
String Quartet (LSQ)—violinists Ann 
Elliott-Goldschmid and Sharon Stanis, 
violist Joanna Hood and cellist Pamela 
Highbaugh Aloni—will honour their 
own mentor, Russian violinist Ros-
tislav Dubinsky, with a rare perfor-
mance cycle of all 15 string quartets by 
20th century Soviet composer, Dmitri 
Shostakovich.

More than three decades ago, as 
graduate students at Indiana Univer-
sity, members of the LSQ were coached 
by Dubinsky, the founder of the 
famed Borodin Quartet. The Borodin 
Quartet had the unique opportunity 
of working directly with Shostakovich 
and, as a member of the Borodin for 
over 30 years, Dubinsky performed 13 
of the 15 Shostakovich quartets before 
emigrating to the west in 1976. 

“Studying with Dubinsky trans-
formed the way we play Shostakovich,” 
says Hood. “His style of teaching—his 
use of the bow, concept of sound, the 
way the quartet works together—
came from a tradition passed on from 
his previous generation.” 

Dubinsky ’s techniques are so 
ingrained that they have become 
automatic for the LSQ, and these 
skills—only one step removed from 

Shostakovich himself—have become 
an essential part of their teaching and 
performance repertoire. “Our origins 
are deeply connected with Dubinsky 
. . . his connection with Shostakovich, 
and his patient teaching of this music 
in our formative years, proved to be 
the foundation upon which we have 
built this cycle,” explains Elliott-
Goldschmid. “His adamant words to 
us—‘Keep the Quartet’—have been 
our burden and joy.”  

Indeed, the LSQ see it as their re-
sponsibility to share the intense and 
rigorous coaching of their “musical 

father,” who continued to support and 
encourage the quartet until his death 
in 1997. “We have a unique contribu-
tion to these quartets,” says Hood. “It’s 
important that we pass this down to 
our students and to share it with our 
audiences.”

Over the five concerts, running 
Feb. 3–9 in the School of Music’s Phil-
lip T. Young Recital Hall, the LSQ will 
perform the complete cycle in chrono-
logical order, alongside a series of 
pre-concert talks presented by some 
of the world’s most distinguished mu-
sicologists. “Hearing all of the quartets 

in the order they were composed is 
a great way to experience Shostako-
vich’s own journey,” says Hood. 

The cycle of 15 quartets docu-
ments Shostakovich’s life during an 
important period of history, span-
ning his compositional career from 
the late 1930s until his death in 1975. 
His creative life was profoundly influ-
enced by Soviet communism and the 
Cold War—two factors that dictated 
and regulated intellectual freedom 
in Russia. Shostakovich was twice 
denounced before joining the Com-
munist Party in 1960. 

“He withheld some of his composi-
tions from publication and public 
performance—often on the advice of 
his friends—until the regime changed, 
for the very reason that he feared for 
his life and for the safety of his family,” 
says Elliott-Goldschmid. “So terrible 
were the times that even music had the 
power to threaten the governing regime.”

Unfortunately, the composer’s 
health began to deteriorate in the 
1960s and his later work reflects an 
increasing preoccupation with his 
own mortality. “Every single one of 
Shostakovich’s quartets stands with 
the greatest string quartets ever writ-
ten,” says Elliott-Goldschmid. “Each 
quartet tells its own story with its 
own personalities and expressive 
colours. This is why his music is so 
powerful and why we love working 
on it so much. Every day we discover 
something new and remarkable.”

While a massive undertaking for 
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NEW ASIAN
VILLAGE

VICTORIA'S BIGGEST SELECTION OF BEER FROM
AROUND THE WORLD!

10% Student Discount

1245 WHARF STREET
250.381.8181

NEWASIANVILLAGEVICTORIA.COM

GRANDEST LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET IN VICTORIA with
Chocolate Fountain.

VISIT & YOU COULD WIN A

TRIP TO INDIA

Ultimate in East Indian Cuisine

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2

�Á Lecture/Seminar. 3:30 p.m. The South 
China Sea and US-China-ASEAN Relations. 
Chair: Victor V. Ramraj (UVic) and various 
panellists. Fraser 265. 250-721-7020

�Á Lecture/Seminar. 4:30 p.m. Little Cit-
ies of God? Examining the Shrine Complexes 
of Su� Shaykhs in Medieval Iran. Atri Hatef 
Naiemi, CSRS Graduate Fellow (UVic). Strong 
C118. 250-721-6325

�Á Lansdowne Lecture. 5:30 p.m. The 
Dream—a World Cultural Therapy Model: 
Building Children’s Resilience in the Context of 
Collective Trauma. Jaswant Guzder (McGill) 
Strong C128.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3

�Á Other. 1 p.m. Beyond White Supremacy: 
Workshops for Change. Challenging the Law: 
Dispossession and Japanese Canadians. 
Redress leader Justice Maryka Omatsu, Eric 
Adams (U-Alberta) and Donald Galloway 
(UVic). Fraser 157. 250-721-8772

�Á Music. 12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic. Also 
Feb. 10 & Feb. 24. Admission by donation. 
MacLaurin B125. 250-721-8634

�Á Lecture/Seminar. 2:45 p.m. When I 
Grow Up I Want to Live in a Nursing Home: 
Why the Care of Older Adult Populations 
Should Concern us All. Denise Cloutier (UVic). 
David Turpin B215. 250-721-7327

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

�Á Other. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Beyond White 
Supremacy: Workshops for Change. (Un)
Settling the Land, Working for Change. First 
Nations, Asian Canadians and their allies 
come together in a roundtable. First Peoples 
House. 250-721-8772

�Á Lecture/Seminar. 3 p.m. Black History 
Month. John Lutz (UVic) and art historian 
Robert Chandler will speak about the life and 
art of Grafton Tyler Brown. Legacy Art Gallery, 
630 Yates St. 250-721-6562

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

�Á Music. 9:30 a.m. Dmitri Shostakovich 
Symposium. The Lafayette Quartet celebrates 
its 30th anniversary with the complete cycle of 
Shostakovich’s 15 String Quartets. Story, page 
6. MacLaurin A168. 250-721-8634

Study suggests link between 
HIV therapy and syphilis 
outbreaks
reaks

http://www.phoenixtheatres.ca
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day in  
the life
BY MELANIE GROVES

Brad Buie considers himself a lucky 
man. As the Awards Facilitator for the 


