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BY ANGELICA PASS

It certainly sounds novel: could a 
smelling test, easy enough to admin-
ister to young children, help diagnose 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
(FASD)?

That possibility is taking shape, 
thanks to work done by UVic neurosci-
ence PhD student Christine Fontaine. 

Her research is so promising that 
Fontaine was selected as the univer-
sity’s 2014 Vanier Canada Graduate 
Scholarship recipient—a scholarship 
created to attract and retain world-
class doctoral students, which awards 
$50,000 annually for up to three years. 

“It feels amazing and surreal. I 
wasn’t expecting it at all,” says Fon-
taine, who notes that the scholarship 
also re�ects the quality of research 
happening in the Neuroscience Pro-
gram. “It’s a young program and there 





Page 6 The Ring October 2014

State of the art dentistry on the UVic campus 
in the SUB (Student Union Building).

Offering the most comprehensive, 
up-to-date dental services available.

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
Call or drop by to book your appointment 
& receive a new toothbrush: 250-380-1888  
campusdentalcentre.com
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Student Mental Health Strategy Launch Event
Students, sta� and faculty are invited to learn about the new tools, resources  

and initiatives being launched to support positive student mental health.

Wednesday, October 22nd
3:00 – 4:30 p.m. Bob Wright Lecture Hall/Foyer (B150) 


