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Salary interest 
arbitration decision 
reached
Arbitrator Colin Taylor released 
his decision on Nov. 20 in the 
arbitration matter between the 
University of Victoria and the 
UVic Faculty Association. The 
award covers the period July 1, 
2012–June 30, 2014. For each 
year, Mr. Taylor awarded faculty 
members and librarians a 2 per 
cent salary increase as well as a 
lump sum payment of $1,000. The 
lump sum payment is payable to 
all faculty members and librarians 
based on their appointment as of 
July 1, 2012 and July 1, 2013. The 
�rst adjustments payments were 
made on Dec. 13, 2013, and the 
remaining payroll adjustments 
will occur on Jan. 15, Jan. 31 and 
Feb. 15 of this year. Full information 
about the arbitration award is 
available at bit.ly/fac-arb

New site for  
UVic Plant Sale
The UVic Plant 
Sale is moving 
outdoors. The 
new location 
will be in parking 
lot 6, adjacent 
to Finnerty Gardens. This year’s 
sale, on Sunday, May 4, will o�er 
a specialized selection of plants 
and will include tours of the 
gardens, showcasing its collection 
of rhododendrons in bloom. Since 
1978 the volunteer-led Finnerty 
Garden Friends have organized 
a fundraising sale in McKinnon 
Gym. The sale supports ongoing 
development of Finnerty Gardens. 
Known for its rhododendrons, the 
gardens also feature more than 
4,000 varieties of trees and shrubs, 
occupying 2.6 hectares on the 
southwest corner of campus. The 
gardens are open year-round and 
admission is free. To volunteer for 
the plant sale, contact Joy Davis at 
250-472-5474 or joydavis@uvic.ca. 

Campus Bike  
Centre opens
The new indoor Campus Bike Centre 
opened on Nov. 19, with a brief 
bout of stormy weather–including 
the unusual appearance of light 
hail–serving to underscore the 
value of shelter from the elements 
for cyclists as they arrive on campus. 
The totally enclosed facility, nestled 
on the west side of the University 
Centre parkade, o�ers over 230 
bicycle parking spots, as well as 
equipment lockers. SPOKES, a 
volunteer-run bicycle rental and 
repair shop, is also housed in its 
newly expanded space inside 
the bike centre. Full story: bit.ly/
bikecentre

Alumni Week—honouring the social, 
economic and artistic impact of UVic 
graduates—runs from Feb. 2–8 with 
more than a dozen special events 
on campus and at alumni branches 
across Canada and in Asia.

A lunchtime gathering of alumni 
who work at UVic kicks o� the week’s 
events on campus on Feb. 3; the Dis-
tingu
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BY MITCH WRIGHT

Aspiring engineers at UVic are getting 
something most of their peers across 
Canada aren’t—hands-on experience 
from real-world professionals in their 
�rst year of post-secondary education.

�e ENGR 110 Design and Com-
munication course is mandatory for 
all 400-plus first-year engineering 
students, and focuses on introduc-
ing principles of design engineering 
through practical projects with an 
emphasis on teamwork. Through a 
series of labs and lectures, some of 
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�ey inspire awe, fear, and are viewed 
as an international symbol of the 
Canadian wilderness. But who’d have 
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BY KAITLYN ROSENBURG

�ough the UVic campus abounds 
with talent, Armando Tura has be-
come something of a Renaissance 
man by pushing his interests to new 
heights both in the lab and on the 
�eld. During school hours, Tura – 
a PhD engineering grad -- can be 
found teaching undergrad courses 
or completing magnetic refrigera-
tion research in one of the integrated 
energy systems labs. After school, he 
steps behind the camera as the Vikes 
o�cial photographer, capturing UVic 
athletes at their best. And in his spare 
time, he sails and pilots his own 
plane, which he built. 

Originally from Italy, Tura com-
pleted his bachelors, masters and 
PhD in mechanical engineering at 
UVic. “I almost completed my degree 
in engineering in Italy before coming 
here, but we got the immigration 
papers before I �nished. Once you 
get that, you go,” he says. 

Despite a great deal of academic 
success, Tura opted not to pursue a 
faculty position. “I prefer running the 
lab and teaching at the same time. If 
you have a faculty position, you end 
up with more administrative com-
mitments. I’m a hands-on person.”


