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Professor Denis Protti (health 
information science) received 
an honorary doctorate from City 
University in London on May 13. The 
founding director of UVic’s School 
of Health Information Science—
Canada’s leading school of health 
information science—Protti is 
an internationally recognized 
leader in the advancement of 
health informatics. In 1998 he was 
commissioned by Her Majesty’s 
Treasury in England to review the 
proposed national Health Service 
(nHS) Information Strategy prior 
to its release. He later developed 
the evaluation methodology 
that was used to monitor the 
implementation of their national 
strategy—a process referred to as 
the Protti Scores.

Dr. Holly Tuokko (psychology) 
has been appointed director of 
the Centre on Aging (COAG) for a 
five-year term beginning July 1. She 
served as associate director of COAG 
from 1999–2002.

Dr. Oscar Casiro, head of the 
Division of Medical Sciences, 
has been appointed regional 
associate dean, Vancouver Island, 
Faculty of Medicine, UBC. He has 
been associate dean of the Island 
Medical Program (IMP) based at 
the University of Victoria since 
January 2004 and helped to pioneer 
the UBC Faculty of Medicine’s 
distributed undergraduate medical 
education system on Vancouver 
Island, in collaboration with the 
University of Victoria and the 
Vancouver Island Health Authority. 
As regional associate dean, Casiro 
will assume strategic leadership of 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
medical education on Vancouver 
Island, including development and 
implementation of initiatives and 
policies that support continued 
integration of medical education 
opportunities.

Anthony Theocharis (computer 
science and music) won the $2,500 
top prize in the BCnET Broadband 
Innovation Challenge in May. The 
annual competition honours BC’s 
best and brightest students for 
innovative, commercially viable 
computer applications that utilize 
super broadband networks. 
Theorcharis’s project was a music 
tagging computer application for 
recording artists, audio engineers 
and radio stations. It allows 
users to search by audio tags and 
peer-to peer networks through 
massive audio files to find the exact 
genre of music in their search, 
instantaneously. Second prize went 
to Neil Clark (computer science) for 
his project “CubeScape: A Scalable 
Approach for 3D Worlds.”

ringers
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Trying out UVic’s new Emergen-
cy Operations Centre (EOC) are 
(L–R) Michele McDonald (budget 
and capital planning), Wendie 
McHenry (library), Rick Sykes (ge-
ography), UVic Manager of Emer-
gency Planning Daphne Donaldson 
(occupational health, safety and 
environment) and John Verreault 
(network services). The EOC is 
used to help support emergency 

response at the scene during a ma-
jor campus emergency. Sixty UVic 
staff and faculty members on the 
EOC team participate in training 
and exercises throughout the year. 
Members of UVic’s EOC gathered on 
May 12 to host an orientation and 
open house in the new space in the 
Social Sciences and Mathematics 
Building—within the geography 
department’s geomatics lab. 

This is only a test

By dianne GeorGe

UVic is renowned for its focus on 
experiential learning, and the Faculty 
of Business, with its philosophy of 
integration, has developed new ways 
to transfer workplace learning back 
into the classroom, to complete the 
learning circle.

In addition to making co-operative 
education a required element of the 
BCom and MBA programs, business 
also established Canada’s first experi-
ential learning officer position in 2006. 
Jennifer Gill, who now fills that role, 
works with students on their co-op 
learning journey.

“I give them ideas on how to con-
nect and leverage their academic and 
co-op learning experience to prepare 
for future career paths.”

Gill also works with faculty mem-
bers to share student co-op reports 
and has developed an online teaching 
resource site for business instructors. 
Her most recent initiative encourages 
final-term students to share their ex-
periences and insight gained through 
their academic studies, co-op work 
terms and international exchanges 
with prospective employers in a poster 
exhibition event.

Earlier this year, Dr. Lynne Siemens, 
who had redesigned her Business and 
Government Relations (Com 440) class, 
put some of Gill’s ideas into practice. 
Siemens started by assigning 5 per 
cent of the final grade to the co-op 
integration project. The assignment 
included a written paper in which 
students reflected on an issue related 
to business-government relations that 
they encountered while at work. She 
held in-class discussions about the 
issues and strategies students used 

to manage the issue.
“I was really pleased with the re-

sults,” Siemens says. “I had students 
from different faculties in the class, 
but they all had a co-op or other work 
experience. This assignment helped to 
build common ground.”

Teresa Sims, a fourth-year BCom 
student, found the assignment en-
gaged her in unexpected ways. “We 
do a lot of cases in the program, but 
I really liked talking about something 
that I had actually experienced,” says 
Sims. “A case is four or five pages, 
whereas a work-term is four months. 
It made the assignment more interest-
ing and opened the door to conversa-
tions I might not have had with other 
students.”

In addition to in-class discus-
sion, professors have incorporated 
the experience in other ways. Some 
post questions on Blackboard, where 

students are asked to relate course 
concepts to their co-op work term; 
another invited students to blog 
about the structure of their co-op 
organization.

And all that is music to Gill’s ears. 
“Engaging students in discussion about 
issues that arise in the workplace adds 
a reflective element. It helps cement 
their learning and builds critical 
thinking skills,” says Gill.

More than 3,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students participate 
in co-operative education at UVic, 
linking their academic studies to real- 
world experiences.

UVic faculty members can learn 
more about integrating student co-
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coNvocAtIoN 2009

By adrienne hoLierhoek

After graduation, most theatre students expect 
to have to work hard and “pay their dues” to 
make it big. But this summer, six graduates from 
UVic’s Department of Theatre will get an amazing 
opportunity to break into the national theatre 
scene with Victoria’s newest professional theatre 
company, the Blue Bridge Repertory Theatre.

Blue Bridge’s mandate is to mentor young 
theatre artists with established professionals, 
offering them the chance to perform major roles 
alongside of some of Canada’s most respected 
theatre artists. The idea of founding artistic 
director and theatre professor Brian Richmond, 
the theatre company also works closely with the 
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Dr. Edward Berry
Honorary Doctor of Laws (10 a.m., June 16)

Since the early 1980s, Dr. Edward Berry has 
taught legal writing and oral judgment delivery 
to hundreds, if not thousands, of judges in 
Canada and around the world. His work has 
been instrumental in reinforcing a principle at 
the heart of the justice system: that a judge’s 
reasons for decision should be clear, cogent and 
comprehensible. 

His work with the judiciary sprang from his 
first career as a highly regarded UVic English 
professor and Shakespearean scholar. He retired 
from the university in 2006. His book, Writing 
Reasons, is in its third edition and is the leading 
textbook on judicial writing in Canada. It 
provides the foundation for the workshops and 
seminars he regularly leads. 

In 2005, Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin 
invited him to deliver a writing program for 
members of the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Over the course of two days, Berry lectured 
and met with individual judges to comment 
on their writing and give them guidance for 
improvement.

Ms. Rebecca MacDonald
Honorary Doctor of Laws (2:30 p.m., June 15)

Rebecca MacDonald is a self-made 
entrepreneur who exemplifies success in the 
face of adversity. Born in yugoslavia, she came 
to Toronto in 1974 with training in medicine 
and classical piano but with few resources and 
limited English. She discovered a natural flair 
for sales and started a door-to-door marketing 
company.

In the 1980s, when Ontario opened natural 
gas retailing to competition, MacDonald 
launched Energy Marketing. It grew to become 
the largest energy marketer in Ontario. Then, 
in 1996, she started Ontario Energy Savings 
Corporation, which now has annual sales of 
approximately $1.5 billion and has 600 full-time 
and 600 part-time employees.

MacDonald raised two children as a single 
parent, following her husband’s death in a 1992 
car accident. She has also overcome severe 
rheumatoid arthritis. In 2002 she gave $3 million 
to help build the Rebecca MacDonald Centre for 
Arthritis and Autoimmune Disease at Toronto’s 
Mount Sinai Hospital.

Prof. A.J. Stewart Smith
Honorary Doctor of Science (2:30 p.m., June 18)

Prof. A.J. Stewart Smith is a leading researcher 
in high-energy particle physics and is known in 
the United States for his influence on national 
science policy. 

A graduate of Victoria College, he continued 
his education at UBC and earned his PhD from 
Princeton University in 1966, joining the faculty 
of Princeton’s physics department the following 
year. He has held various administrative positions 
at Princeton, including chair of the physics 
department, dean for research, and chair of the 
university research board.

Smith has carried out a number of major 
experiments and, since 1995, has served as 
team leader of an international collaboration of 
600 scientists from 10 countries participating 
in a major project based at the Stanford Linear 
Accelerator. 

Smith has also kept an interest in Canadian 
physics research. In 1998, he chaired a national 
Research Council review of the TRIUMF lab in 
Vancouver, with recommendations that led to a 
stable funding environment for the particle and 
nuclear physics facility. He was also instrumental 
in ensuring Canadian involvement (including 
that of UVic physicists) in the “BaBar” high 
energy physics experiment.

Dr. David Strangway
Honorary Doctor of Science (2:30 p.m., June 17)

Dr. David Strangway is a noted scientist, 
respected academic administrator and a senior 
statesman of Canadian research administration 
known for his innovative leadership skills.

 He joined the University of Toronto in 1968 
as an associate professor of physics and in 1970 
accepted an invitation from nASA to become its 
chief of geophysics and physics at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston. He was responsible for 
geophysical aspects of the Apollo moon missions, 
including experiment selection and attendant 
astronaut training, site selection and real-time 
mission support.

 He returned to the University of Toronto in 
1973, holding a series of senior administrative 
positions until 1985 when he was named 
president of UBC. In his 12 years as president, 
UBC established itself as a world-class academic 
institution.

 Strangway later led the Canada Foundation 
for Innovation, which allocated $2.7 billion in 
research infrastructure to universities, colleges 
and research hospitals during his six-year term. 
He also founded Quest University Canada – the 
country’s first private, secular, not-for-profit 
liberal arts and science university, located in 
Squamish. 
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By ViVian kereki

UVic will surely miss Sarah Mead-
Willis, this year’s winner of the Lieu-
tenant Governor’s Silver Medal for 
best non-thesis graduate paper. The 
Edmonton-born English student will 
return to her home town in July to 
begin an unusual job as the rare book 
cataloguer at the University of Alberta. 

“I’m excited but a little nervous,” says 
the 27-year-old.

It was her exposure to a West Coast 
artist and writers’ exhibit during an 
internship at the same rare book 
library that sparked her interest to 
study literature in BC. Armed with 
a bachelor’s degree in English and a 
master’s degree in library sciences 
(both from the UofA), Mead-Willis 
came to UVic to complete a master’s 
in English. “After my undergraduate 
degree in English, I felt there was some 
unfinished business, some academic 
work to be done,” she comments.

As for the prize-winning essay, 
Mead-Willis discussed the works of 
Canadian poet Don McKay, specifi-
cally looking at the way he represents 

nature in his poems and the idea of the 
sublime. Though Mead-Willis is a self-
described “city person”, she says she 
has always been interested in the way 
non-human things are represented in 
literature. 

Mead-Willis acknowledges her su-
pervisors Drs. Jamie Dopp and Nicho-
las Bradley were extremely responsive 
and supportive during her studies 
and the countless drafts of her paper. 

“They were absolutely bang on with all 
their suggestions.… I might have had 
more challenges had it not been for 
them.” Mead-Willis thinks having fun 
with her topic may have helped her pa-
per emerge more readable than some. 

“I didn’t use words like ‘problematize’,” 
she says with a chuckle. 

Mead-Willis enjoyed her time 
in Victoria but admits she gets very 
focused when in school, leaving 
little time for serious hobbies. “I’d 
love to tell you I’m into urban hang-
gliding.” Instead, she practices “casual 
enjoyment,” biking and hiking, and 
preparing dishes from her current 
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By dianne GeorGe

By any measure, Wet’suwet’en student 
Lisa deWit is an inspiration. She not 
only graduates this June with a busi-
ness degree (with distinction), but 
she is also close to achieving a certi-
fied general accounting designation, 
something normally earned post 
graduation. 

She accomplished this while 
running a small bookkeeping prac-
tice, volunteering and parenting her 
11-year-old daughter.

“I had a lot of support from many 
people, including the Native Student 
Union,” says deWit, who served as 
their finance counsellor. “They were 
my family away from home.” 

In recognition of their support, and 
in her cultural tradition, she made and 
gave the NSU her first button blanket, 
which now hangs in their office.

DeWit says she treated school as a 
job and completed assignments and 
studied between classes during the 
day. “That was the only way for me, 
because I needed the evenings free 
for family time.” She also held group 
meetings at her house, and swapped 
babysitting with other
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calendar highlights
Events free unless otherwise indicated.  

For a complete list of events, visit the online calendar at www.uvic.ca/events

Tuesday, June 16

 Q Film 7:30 p.m. Hawaiian Starlight—
Exploring the Universe from Mauna Kea. Film 
and commentary by astronomer/�lmmaker 
Dr. Jean-Charles Cuillandre (Canada-France-
Hawaii Telescope). The �lm takes the audi-
ence on a spectacular tour of the world’s 
premier astronomical observing site. Science 
Bldg. B150. 250-721-7744

Thursday, June 18

 Q Lansdowne Lecture 7 p.m. Restor-
ing the Earth: Avoiding “Peak Soil.” Dr. Jim 
Harris (Cran�eld Univ., Bedfordshire, UK). 
Strong Bldg. 103. 250-472-4387

monday, June 22

 Q Conference  BC Healthy Minds-
Healthy Campuses. Showcasing leading-
edge initiatives, programs and practices 
designed to nurture the development of 
mentally healthy campus communities in 
BC. MacLaurin Bldg. Registration deadline 
June 12. $30–$120. 250-721-6474

saT�Q



page 12 The Ring June 2009

Dr. Hans Tammemagi 
(environmental studies) had 
two books published by Oxford 
University Press in March. 
In Air: Our Planet’s Ailing 
Atmosphere, he explores the 
history and evolution of the 
atmosphere, dealing with key 
issues associated with the 
changing character of one of 
the most basic components 
of life on Earth. A new edition 
of Tammemagi’s Half-lives: A 
Guide to Nuclear Technology in 
Canada updates the only book to 
consider this subject, evaluating 
nuclear technology as a potential 
source of clean energy as well as 
its applications in medicine and 
industry.

Cole McFarlane, Vikes men’s 
soccer player, and Vikes women’s 
basketball team member Kayla 
Dykstra will both represent 
Canada at this summer’s 
Federation Internationale 
du Sport Universitaire (FISU) 
Universiade in Belgrade, Serbia. 
McFarlane netted 11 goals last 
season to lead the Vikes to the 
progam’s 11th conference title. 
He was subsequently named 
Canada West All-Star, Canada 
West MVP and CIS All-Canadian. 
Dykstra is CIS basketball player 
of the year, the first Vikes 
player in over two decades to 
win women’s basketball MVP 
honours. She led the Canada 
West conference in points and set 
a new team single-season record 
for rebounds. 

UVic-based digital history 
projects are winning recognition. 
The British Colonist Online 
Project, a partnership between 
UVic and the Times Colonist that 
puts decades of BC’s colonial 
history online, has won an 
Award of Recognition for a major 
contribution to BC heritage 
from the BC Heritage Society 
and an Award of Merit from the 
Hallmark Society. The project 
website, launched late last year 
to mark the 150th anniversary 
of the Times Colonist newspaper, 
contains over 100,000 pages of 
one of Western Canada’s oldest 
daily newspapers. UVic on its 
own has won an Award of Merit 
from the Hallmark Society for 
Colonial Despatches (sic), a 
project that digitized transcripts 
of government documents that 
passed between Victoria and 
London during the city’s colonial 
period. More: http://library.uvic.
ca/site/spcoll/digit/colonist/ and 
http://bcgenesis.uvic.ca/

ringers

Climate Change June 17-21, 2009

Register  Now!


