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UVic researchers contribute to International Polar Year 

By Dianne George

Dr. Ana Maria Peredo (business) is 
taking special delight in her research 
fi eldwork these days. She was recent-
ly able to visit the communities that 
gave rise to her unique fi eld, but also, 
because of the extent of her research 
publications, she has won the 2007 
Western Academy of Management 
Ascendant Scholar Award. 

“I am honoured to receive this 
award. The Western Academy of 
Management is very generous in its 
recognition of my research, and I am 
very grateful,” says Peredo. “I would 
also like to recognize my mentor, 
UVic Business professor Dr. Craig 
Pinder, who is a terrifi c support.”

Much of Peredo’s research looks 
at the role that cultural and social 
values play in the economic well-be-
ing of a community. She is heavily 
infl uenced by her early experience 
as a journalist working in her native 
Peru and as a graduate researcher in 
anthropology, working in Andean 
communities. 

“I found myself drawn into a 
deeper consideration of the way that 
forms of exchange are embedded in 
social networks and rituals. I came 
to see that the market economy is 
just one of several economic systems 
rooted in the social and cultural mix 
of rural communities.

 “I am convinced that a key to 
interrupting the cycle of poverty 
and privation lies in taking full ad-
vantage of the resources that poor 
people often have in themselves 
and, notably, in their communities,” 
she says. 

To illustrate her point, Peredo 
describes the experience of the peo-
ple in a village named Chaquicocha, 
with whom she has been conducting 
research for 15 years. � e villagers 
faced growing hardship as a result 
of land degradation and increased 
demands of a growing population. 
With a strong tradition of com-
munal action, they came together 
to consider what they might do to 
supplement their living. � ey came 
to see that the location of their vil-
lage could be a solution. Located 
half-way between a major city and 
smaller villages, the community 
established a weekly trade fair and 
rented space to people from their 
own and neighbouring communi-
ties. Renters used the spaces to sell 
or exchange a variety of goods and 
services, and the community used 
the rental revenue to supplement 
their agricultural income and help 
fund the school and the health 
centre.

 “What I bring is the belief that 
they have rich resources in them-
selves. Relying on donations and 

hand-outs is not sustainable. By 
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Events free unless otherwise indicated. For a complete list of events, see www.uvic.ca/events

Calendarhighlights

At the Galleries
www.maltwood.uvic.ca

721-6562

Masterminds: An Art Exhibi-
tion by UVic Retirees April 
 to June . The diversity 
and talents of  artists will be 
showcased at the Maltwood Art 
Museum and Gallery, Monday 
to Friday from  a.m. to  
p.m. University Centre Bldg.

Artists at Work: Photographs 
of BC First Nations by Ulli 
Steltzer. 
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